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SENATOR SC H ROCK: ...and the Lower Rep ublican and even the
Middle Republican. The Upper Republican is managing a r esource
that is d im inishing. In oth er words, their resource is being
consumed, and some of that has never been rec harged. And so
they' re managing a s ystem, but eventually they' re going to run
out of water out there, I believe. They won't even be a ble to
use water ma ybe 40-50 years from now for irrigation, because
they will pump that dry, and it does not seem to be r e charging
The Lower Repub lica n R iver Basin , for some un fores e en
r eas o n . . .and hopefully some of this money can be u s e d .. .

SPEAKER BRONN : One m in u t e .

SENATOR SCHROCK : ... t o tell us why this is t a k ing p lace ...does
not se em to be hav i n g a d ec l ine in th eir wa t er ta bl e. And so
the Lower Republican NRD is a t o tally different situation th an

the Upper Republican NRD . And t he pe o ple that are pumping water
have not se e n a de cline in their water table, and yet they' re
being asked to put on meters and to have a moratorium on w e lls.
And don't get me wrong. I think that's probably appropriate,
considering the circumstances . But they ' re being asked to
follow all these regulations, and they' re saying, our resource
is still plentiful, it's not been declining, why is this imposed
on us and these extra expenses; you know , b eing as you d id
cost-share on the alluvial portion of the river, maybe it's our
turn to have a little help also. And I don't need to t e ll you
this is a bad economic time for agriculture either. So you may
r espond . . .

SPEAKER BRONM: Time. S e nator Schrock, your light is next. A nd
this will be your third time, Senator Schrock.

SENATOR SCHROCK: Senator Beutler, basically speaking, the Upper
Republican Basin has imposed t hese reg ulations on "themself"

with no outsi de pressur e from t he s t a te , no ou t side pressure
from interstate lawsuits. The Middle Republican and Lower

Republican have imposed restrictions because of pressure by the
state, because of the pressure of th e law suit . And that , I
think, is a big difference. And if you look at the water tables
in the Mi ddle a nd Lower kepublican, w e hav e not seen much
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