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SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator , I understand your perspective and
where you' re coming from. B ut wh e n y ou c o n s i der the reaction s
of these fo lks, c e rtainly i t's universally u nderstood that
nobody would like to do something that's more exp ensiv e, that

t hey . . .

SENATOR SCHROCK: Su r e .

S ENATOR BEU T L E R : . . .wouldn't choose to do o r d inarily . But I
think the question is whether they were . . .whether the state
imposed anyth ing on them that it didn't have to do , and wh e ther
they' re being treated fairly on the facts . When you describ e

the sit u a t ion with Kearney County, for example, I don't know if
you' re describing a situation where Kearney Co unty doesn't have

to comply because factually they' re not in the a l luvial plain of
the Republi can Valle y . and therefor e there is a factual
d ifference, and therefore nobody shou ld b e comp lai n ing that

Kearney Co unt y got off we ll, because nobody should be cho osing
to do to them something that's unnecessary . So to the extent
that that ' s the compl a int, it seems to me t hat we ou ght not to
be paying much attention to that complaint . The oth e r complaint

that could be made , I suppose, is that the st ate didn't have to
do this , that the state made us do th at . But I th in k you and I
know from the history of this whole situation th at that 's not
the case; that the state made the best deal it c o u ld, and it had
to m ake a d eal , and that these are th e n e w c o n d itions for

irrigating in the Republican Valley . So if it ' s not the st a te' s
f ault, and there's a clear, logical distinction between Kearne y

County and the lower counties, what is the basis for the state
paying for compliance so that a private owner ca n do whate ver
they feel is necessary with the water?

SENATOR SCHROCK: Senator Beutler, first of all, I think the NRD
is going t o have to gather a lot of data on these issues. And
one of the data is going to be...

SPEAKER BRONN : One min u t e .

SENATOR SCHROCK: .. .how much water is being used? And mete rs
are going to prov ide useful information there. And you know,
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