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message to the NCAA. Again , Sen ator B r ashear ta lked a b out
empowering our university, and I thank that's exactly what this
does. So w i t h t h at , I would ...I propose that this Legisla ture
send a message to the NCAA in support of LB 688, and return the
rest of my time to the Chair.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Th ank you , Sen ator M ines .
d iscu s s i o n ? Se n a t o r J oh n s o n .

SENATOR JOHNSON: Mr . Speaker, members of the body, I did tell
Senator Chambers that I would come up and be available to h im ,
after talking to some students from Kearney here earlier in the
m orning. I had a discussion with Senator Chambers e a rly thi s
morning ov er a cup of coffee in the hallway. A nd what bothered
me about what we' re talking about is two t h ings : perce ption,
and it's perception in two places. One is perception regarding
the University of Nebraska budget. We ' ve talked about this a
lot here this morning, as to...that this does not cost the state
any money. But I can tell you, after being around the budget
discussions yesterday, that will not be th e p er ception a round
the state o f Nebraska. Wha t you will see in the coffee shops
is, what in the wor l d is the Legi slature d o ing passing
legislation whe r e we pay football pl ayers whe n w e can ' t
adequately fund the university? So this is a p roblem to me .
The other perception that I see is there are people around this
country that think that Nebraska is a football factory. You can
tell them all you want about the number of a l l-Americans that we
have that are not the Associated Press all-Americans but are the
academic all-Americans This d oesn't s eem to regi ster wi th
them. And maybe this is a little bit of the self-consciousness
that we Nebraskans have, but I feel that this is just one more
instance where we give the peo ple outside o f Nebraska the
opportunity to say that we d on't care ab out any thing e x cept
football. So th ese are the kind of problems that bother me. I
certainly understand where Senator Chambers is coming from. He
is abs olutely rig ht in that ther e is no question th at
universities around this country take advantage of p o or, i n ner
city kids i n particular to glorify their university and make a
l ot of money fo r the un i versity. You cou ld pro bably sa y
Nebraska d oes som e of that as we ll . But at least N eb raska does
do a very diligent job of trying to make sure that these players
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