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SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator Cudaback, members of the L egislature,
I just wa nted t o talk a little bit and give you...even though
i t's very complete information, just give you the flavor of t h e
complexity of the rules dealing with student athletes' time. I
mean, believe me, these are ha rder to read than any ru les and
regulations I' ve (laugh) read relating to our state agencies.
And if these rules wer e with in our purv iew, w e wou l d be
clarifying them in a number of different respects. But they are
extremely comp li cated . And let me say that I don 't have a
complete set of them at this point, because I don 't have the
s et...I d on 't have the actual p rov isi on s that d efine w h a t

playing seasons are. And depending on how y ou d efi ne p la ying
season, that affects, of course, tremendously, the rules with
regard to hour limitations. But wha t I do h a ve are the ru les
related to ho u r limitations. And just to give you a sense of
the matter, first of all, you start o ut d efining a p lay ing
season, obviously. And so as soon as I get that information,
I ' ll get that to you . But then it div ides up the hour
limitations between pl aying seasons and outside o. the playing
seasons. And if you ' re in a playi ng season, th e n, in
athletically related activities, you' re limited to a maximum of
4 hours per da y, and 20 hours per week. You ' re l imxted to that,

r i g h t ? (Laugh) And th en th ere ar e some excepti on s to that .
And th e n o u t s ide the playing season ...this is ye a r-round in the
academic year . This is the bad ... the w orst part , from m y

perspective, is tha t t hey st ill can require st udent athletes to
give up eight hours per we e k, every week of the academi c year
outside the play ing season . Then , beyond th at , they have other

:ules that become very burdensome on athletes , but they don ' t
count thes e h o u rs . For example, competition days, if you have
competition on a day , it says , all competit i on and an y
associated athletic related activities on the day of co m petition
shall cou nt as th ree hours , shall count as three hours ,
regardless of the actual duration of those activities. He ll , my

gosh, it doesn't take a very great stretch of the im agination to
figure out that a day or tw o . . . when y ou g o t o p l a y a t Ka n s a s
State, I suppose that's a whole day, but they' re counting it as
three hours, and s o for th. They even div ide it up into
different kinds of activities, what you can do and not do: skill
instruction, conditioning a ctivities. You know, we' ve gotten
into this conditioning activity thing, which w e' re s t ill not
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