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like to see the university take, is to say, okay, we have this
system, but it ' s not nec essary for the student athlete to be
putting in the enormous amounts of time that ar e now require d .
S o my amendment says that as an a lternative to Senator Chambers '
approach, the university may...and I want to emphasize the word
"may" . ..may limit the number of hours required to participate in
intercollegiate athletics . And I we n t f u r ther so as to state
some guidelines in that regard, and I think that those would be
guidelines that we would all agree ought to b e in th e best
interests of any student. That is, that the participation would
be limited t o such num bers that the participation in a sport
would not impede th e student at hlete's a b ility to carr y a
regular ac ademic workload, which allows such student athlete to
graduate in four years. You ought to have e nough tim e to do
that right. And it ought not to be geared to the smartest guy
on the team, but it ought to be geared to what...to seeing that
all players have th e time to meet their academic requirements
and graduate in four years . Further , it should allow the
student athlete adequate time to participate in the intellectual
and cultural a ctivities o n cam pus. I th ink any broadly
conceived idea of wh at education is all about ...if it 's about
nothing else, it 's ab out an expansion of your consciousness.
I t ' s about you as a young person c o ming out of a partic ular
environment, com ing o ut of part icular r e lationships a t a
particular time and place, and coming to understand what's going
on in t he rest of the world, an d coming to some n ew
appreciations of areas to which you were not previously exposed,
and doing t hat both through your relationship with the diverse
people that are on a campus, and through your relationship w ith
extracurricular a ctiv ities on camp us, the availability o f
concerts and cultural activities and science lectures, whatever,
and through y our exposure t o aca demics. But that whole
broadening effect, through exposure to a variety of things that
occur on the campus, that should be th e b enef i t o f everybod y ,
including the student athlete. And you ought not to absorb all
of their time, mandatorily at least. If they choose to do it ,
fine. But you o ught not to require, as a minimum requirement
for p articipation in a sport, that they c o nsume the mselves in
that sport. That ... when you do that, then you' re making them
first an athlete and second a student. And we should be careful
to be sure the NCAA continues to look at them as f i rst a st udent

2183


