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s tuden t a t h l e t e . Hav e y ou ev e r a s ke d y o u r s e l f . . .a n d I wa s
really interested in Senator Friend's perspective, because he
said s o me t h i n g t h a t I wan t ed t o a s k t h i s b o d y . Wh a t ' s wr o ng
with do i ng aw a y w i t h spr i n g p r a c t i c e i n f oot b a l l ? Di dn ' t used
to be spring practice. The University of M i c higan, Un i versity
of Notre Dame, al l those colleges in the 1920s and '30s, they
brought loads, hundreds and thousands of people to the stadiums,
b ut t h e y d i d n ' t d o a wh o l e n um be r o f t h i ng s , d i d n ' t c r e a t e a
whole number of pre ssures that we create today on the student
athlet e t o d o t ha t . I f you s i m p l y re du ce t he amou n t of t i me
that all athletes uniformly spent in the sport, you'd be doing a
great ser v i ce t o t he at hl et e s , a n d y o u ' r e no t go i n g t o hu r t t he
money-making machine. We ' re still going to b e jus t as
i nte res te d i n t he Un i ve r s i t y of Ne b r a ska w i n n i ng , e v e n t h o u gh ,
without spring practice, they may be slightly less polished,
they may know a f ew fewer plays, they may not be in quite as
g ood c o n d i t i o n i n g . Wh a t d i f f e r e n ce d o e s i t ma ke ? Th e de g r e e o f
polish, you go out and you watch your high school teams, are you
l ess e n t h u s i a s t i c a b o ut t he m b e c a u s e t h ey a r e n o t a s p o l i sh e d ,
not as professional? I don't think so. It seems to me that we
c an ha ve , i f y o u co n s i d er a t h l e t i c s a s a mo n e y - m a k i n g m a c h i n e a
good t h i n g , we c an h av e t h e b e s t o f b o t h wor l d s . Th at i s , we
c an r e s p ec t ou r a t h l e t e s a s s t u d en t s b y cu t t i ng d ow n o n t h e t i me
r equ i r e men t s , c u t t i ng d o w n o n t h e d em a nd s o f p a r t i c i p at i o n i n
these major sports, and at the same time keep the other rules in
place. If we n eed to recruit to compete, fine. But once they
get here, once they get to another university, don't make these
o verwhel m in g d e mands o n t h e m. Mak e u n i f o r m r u l e s t h a t g i v e t he m
a proper relationship to the university and to the campus's
cultural and intellectual life, and to th e id ea that we all
b el i ev e i s a mor e cor r ec t i dea o f what a col l eg e e d u c a t i o n
s hould b e a l l a b ou t . So i f y o u t h i nk , a s I d o , t h a t t h i s i s no t
about g i v i n g t h e m t he i r f a i r cu t o f some b i g mone y - making
m achine . ..we can ne ver g iv e th e m thei r fa i r cut in tha t
sense. ..and that what we should be trying to do is to put into a
better perspective the use an d the role of the stud ent a s
a th l e t e , t h en wha t we sho u l d b e e n c o u r a g i n g t h e NC AA p r e s i d e n t s
to do is to reduce the participation time by s tudent at hletes,
a nd pu t i t , ag a i n , b a c k i n t he p e r sp e c t i ve t h a t u s ed t o b e t h e r e
many years ago. T he bowls can be filled, the competition can go
on, ev e r y t h i n g c a n b e a s we l i ke i t . We wou l d j u s t h av e
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