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peripheral kind of rem inder, t hat th i s is the same sort of
structuring of institutional prero gatives, this so r t of
structuring, which has led to the loss of control of the NCAA,
b ecause t he y n o w c o n t r o l so mu c h m o n ey , i s t h e s am e t h i n g t h a t
we have to be watc hful for zn oth er are as, suc h a s the
streamlined sales tax structure. Because once that organization
starts to gen erate h uge amounts of money, you will find that
they are the dog and we are the tail. So it's interesting that
S enator Chambers' b ill is so to ta lly fl exible that as a s
p ractical matter all it calls upon the university to d o is to
l ook ag a i n a t t h e ov e r a l l q u e s t i o n o f h ow p l a ye r s a r e t r e a t e d .
I t says that the university shall . . .that any person who competes
in the sport of aootball shall be granted a stipend, the amount
o f wh i c h sh a l l b e d e t e r mi n e d b y t h e u n i v e r si t y . Th a t amo u n t
could be $1 a year, $1 a year, some nominal amount, to which the
o ther s t a t e s , o f co u r se , wou l d no t r e a c t a t a l l . So c l e a r l y ,
what Senator C h ambers is saying to you is not that we' re going
t o mandat e a s a L eg i s l a t u r e t h e am o un t o f mo n e y t o b e p a i d , b u t
that we are c learly ask ing the univ ersity t o look at the
situation, and if they feel that the situation is no t fa ir to
t he p l a y e r s i n a n y so r t o f wa y , t h e n t h at t he y sh o u l d c a r r y t h a t
forward to the NC A A and encourage the college president to
continue to control and to assert control over wh a t the NCAA
does. I see nothing unreasonable in making that kind of request
to the university to look at the situation.

SPEAKER BROMM PRES IDING

SPEAKER BROMM: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Th a n k y o u .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Se nator Johnson.

SENATOR JOHNSON: Mr . Spe aker, mem bers of the body, a lot of
people have b een a s k i n g me what I t hou gh t o f t hi s , s i nce t he r e
are few people ar ound that can say tha t they' ve seen more
Unive r s i t y o f Ne b r a s k a f o o t b a l l g am e s t ha n I h av e . I n f a c t ,
I ' ve seen more than Tom Osborne has. But I have visited with
Senator Chambers about this. And frankly, he ha s man y poi nts
t ha t de s e r v e r e co g n i t i o n . Fi r s t o f a l l , t h i s i d e a i s n o t n e w

2165


