
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 688March 10 , 2 0 0 3

p lay ing o t h e r . . .paying other athletes besides football p l ayers.
I f I un d e r s t oo d , y ou r r e sp o n s e w a s t ha t o n l y t h e a t h l e t e s wh o
are generating the revenue should qualify for the stipend. I s
that fair characterization?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Th a t ' s a ge ne r a l s t a t e me n t . Bu t t h i s b i l l
appl ies o n l y t o t he f oot ba l l pl aye r s a t t h i s t i me , becaus e
they' re t he onl y one s g e n e ra t i n g m oney. Bu t I al so po i nt e d o u t
that I do not look for this bill to ever result, by it s terms,
in a stipend being paid to the players. I expect if it were
enacted into law, the NCAA would t ake ser ious note and they
would begin liberalizing their rules to incr<.ase the assistance
t o p l a y e r s , a n d n o b i l l su ch a s t h i s wou l d e v e r h a v e t o ac t u a l l y
b e ac t e d o n .

SENATOR MAXWELL: Okay. C o uld I take you down t hat ro a d just
o ne more s t e p ? And I ' l l y i e l d t h e b a l a n ce o f my t i me .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes, as far as you want to carry me.

SENATOR MAXWELL: We l l , j u s t on t h i s i d e a , y o u wa nt t o l i mi t i t
to football players. So if somebody presented evidence that,
well, basketball, and maybe even baseball now at Nebraska are
turning a p rofit, s o we should inc lude th em ? But as I
unders t a n d i t , y o u wa n t t o l i mi t yo u r p r op o s a l j u s t t o t he
football players, because that's where the main action has b e en
over t he y ea r s .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: At t h i s t i me . Bu t i f t he NC A A b e g i n s t o
liberalize its rules, pressure can be brought to bear to embrace
more t h a n f o o t b a l l , mor e t ha n b a ske t b a l l . An d t h e NCA A w o u ld be
k ic k i n g so me money i n t oo . Th ey mi g h t e v en t a l k t o t h e NFL a nd
try to g e t t h em t o pu t some t h i n g i n t o t h e p o t . So th e r e a r e
ways t o g et t he mo n e y . Bu t r i g h t n o w, t h e i d e a t h a t p l ay e r s a r e
entitled to anything is the issue that has to be surmounted.

SENATOR MAXWELL: Th a n k y o u . I ' l l y i e l d t he b a l a n c e o f my t i me
t o Sena t o r C h a mber s .

SENATOR CUDABACK: You have about a minute and a half, Senator
Chambers. I ' m sor r y .
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