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been said . The regents wan t those fo otball ti ckets, not
volleyball tickets. They bu ilt sky boxes, not on money from
basket b a l l or ba s eb a l l , b u t f oo t b a l l . Se n a t o r s h a v e g o t t e n f r ee
football tickets. They have not scrambled for soccer or other
t i c k e t s To p r e t e n d t h a t f oo t b a l l i s n o t t h e mo n e y - d r i v en
business element t ha t takes ca r e of the whole athle tic
depar t men t i s wr on g . Fo r p eo p l e t o t a l k a b o u t f oo t b a l l a s
t hough i t ' s a n e x t r a c u r r i cu l a r a c t i v i t y o r a g ame sh o w s a t o t a l
l ack o f u nd e r s t a n d i n g . I b e t Se n a t o r St u h r wou l d b e s ho c k e d t o
know t ha t t h e NC A A i s a mu l t i b i l l i o n d o l l a r co r p o r a t i o n . Th ey
s igne d a n ag r e e m en t wi t h CBS . . . no w , t h i s i s j u s t b a sk e t b a l l ,
jus t t o c ov e r t h e t o u r na ment s fo r t he n ex t e i g h t y ea r s , I t h i nk
it is, or six years; six billion, with a 'b, ' $6 billion. Then
the NCAA's c o ntract, they al s o get mone y every tim e any
b asket b a l l g ame i s t e l ev i s ed . An d i f y o u l o o k i n t h e d a i l y
paper, you see how many of those games are televised. Every
football game, every bowl game, every post-season activity in
athletics that is televised or carried by radio or cable puts
money i n t o t he co f f e r s o f t h e NC AA . Ho w m a n y o f y o u k n ew t h a t
they have a staff approaching 350 people? The NCAA, a bloated,
swollen bur ea u c r a c y, wh i l e say i n g t ha t a pl aye r c an n ot b e g i ven
t ravel money. A former head of the NCAA, just a few years a g o ,
contrary to the ethical standards of the NCAA, accepted a trip
to the Lillehammer Olympics payed for by CBS. So wh ile ta k ing
a way a p l a y e r ' s e l i g i b i l i t y , t h i s ma n t o o k t h a t t r i p . An d j u s t
by coincidence, CBS wound up with the contract to televise NCAA
b asket b a l l g ame s . When the presi dent...his name was
Dempsey...was going t o co me to the NCAA on .. . as e x e c u t iv e
director, he was living out in Arizona. He had a house he put
o n th e m a r k e t f o r a b o u t $ 1 8 0 , 0 0 0 . No b o d y w o u l d b uy i t . So t he
NCAA bought it from him for about $160,000. Nobody still would
buy it. So they dumped it at $120,000 loss. This is the N CAA,
spending that m oney t h e players made. And this man, when he
came to the hea dquarter c ity of the NCA A , wa s g ive n a
low-interest mortgage, based on money generated by the players.
When the NCAA, a couple of years ago, moved its headquarters
f rom Sh a wnee M i s s i o n ( s i c ) , Ka n s a s t o I nd i an a p o l i s , I n d i a n a ,
t hey w er e g i v en mi l l i on s o f d o l l a r s i n i n c e n t i ve s b y t ha t c i t y ,
because it is a b ig corporation and it hires a lot of people.
There's discontent throughout c o llege at hletics w ith the
heavy-handed way that the NCAA governs and bullies. For people

2153


