
TRANSCRI PT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 688March 1 0 , 2 00 3

p res i d e n t s w h o be l i ev e i t ' s t h e r i g h t t h i ng t o do t ~ p ay t h e i r
student s t o p l a y sp o r t s . I f y o u t r y t o d o t h i s , I t h i nk y ou
would t a ke f i r s t - r a t e c o l l e g e pr og r a ms a n d t u r n t he m i n t o
third-rate professional programs. I think that some of the
c oncern e x p r e s s e d. . . I be l i e v e a l l o f u s r ec e i ve d a l e t t e r d a t e d
February 27, from Chancellor Perlman, saying that the University
o f Nebraska t akes a neu t ral st ance in regard to LB 688. H e
said, however, to act ively s u pport L B 688 wo uld place the
university in an untenable position, because it would put us on
a course inconsistent with retaining e l igibility t o p lay in
NCAA-sponsored competition. We wou ld also have concerns that
t he b i l l wo u l d s i n g l e ou t f o o t b a l l p l ay e r s f r om o t h e r s t u d e n t
athletes. The same thing, talking about the fairness issue. I
do have gr e a t emp a t h y fo r th e se f o o t b a l l p l a y e r s . So me ar e o n a
full ride; some are not. But I think the bottom line is ,
r ea l l y , n o o n e f o r c e s t h em t o b e a f o o t b a l l p l a ye r . Th ey d o
t hi s o f t h e i r own f r e e wi l l . Th ey d o t h i s b e ca u s e m an y o f t h em
have dreams and hopes to g o on to professional.. . to p l a y
p ro f e s s i o n a l f o o t b a l l , wh e r e ev e n t u a l l y t he y ca n ma k e mi l l i o n s
of d o l l a r s . I t i s so me t h i n g t h a t pr ov i d e s t hem a n o p p o r t u n i t y .
I t h i n k t h e r ea l d i s cu s s i o n ne e d s t o f o cu s on n ee d - b a se d
scholarships in N eb raska. Did you rea lize tha t Neb raska
a ctua l l y r a nk s t h i r t y - f i f t h i n t h e n a t i o n i n ho w m u c h mo n ey i t
gives to needy students? Thousands of Nebraska students who are
unrestricted in employment options but who also struggle with
meals a n d o t h er e xp e n s e s t ha t sc h o l a r sh i p a t h l e t e s d o n ' t f ac e .
I think t hat's the bottom line. In the Legislature, that's a
d iscu s s i o n t h a t we r e a l l y n e e d t o t a k e f o r t h . An d I h op e t h a t
Senator Chambers will comment on these remarks.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR STUHR: I t u r n t h e re s t of my t i me b a c k t o t he Cha i r .
T hank y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. Senator C h ambers.
And this will be your third time, Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . President, meW ers of the Legislature, I
hate to use the term ' hypocr i s y , ' but t her e ' s . . .not y o u , Se n a t o r
Stuhr . No , t h i s i s g o i ng b a c k t o so m e o t h er t h i n g s t ha t ha v e
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