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t ha t I e c h o an awf u l l o t o f wh a t Sen a t o r Tho mpson h a s j u s t
a r t i cu l a t e d , p r o b ab l y be t t e r t h a n I c ou l d . Whe n I s t a r t ed
t h i n k i n g a b o u t t h i s , I b e g an t o h a v e q u e s t i o n s ab o u t t he
fairness issue a nd the message it sends to not only female
a th l e t e s , wo men a t h l e t i cs , wh i ch h a s co m e a v e r y l o ng way s , b u t
also, too, th ose sports like baseball, basketball, softball,
wrestling, which I understand that most of those athletes don' t
have f u l l g r ant - i n - a i d scho l ar s h i p s . Many of t hem have
3 0 percent or half or less than a full...less than fu l l roo m ,
board, tuition, fees, and books. And yet I read the paper about
the baseball team, and how many times they are here or there for
two or three game stands. How many days of college do they have
to miss in order to play baseball and then make that up somehow?
Football, fortunately, usually, usually occurs on the weekends.
I know t h e y sp e n d a g r e at d e a l o f t i me a nd t h e y m a k e a l o t o f
s acr i f i c e s an d I ' m a g r e a t f an o f t he m. Bu t I ' m a l s o a f a n o f
these other sports, and I'm also a fan of women's sports, and
e specia l l y t he vol l eyba l l and t he gr ea t a m ount o f ex c e l l e n c e
that they have shown and the discipline and the coaching, and I
j us t t r u l y e n j o y wa t ch i n g t h em . Bu t t o me , an d I r e sp e c t
Senato r C h a mber s b r i n g i ng t h e i s su e t o t h e f o r e f r o n t i n an
e f f o r t t o t r y t o g e t s ome c ha n g e s m ad e i n t h e NC AA g o v e r n a n c e
and really the fairness, the way he approaches it. I understand
that, but I can't ignore the lack of fairness that th i s wou ld
bring about to these other sports, if actually something were to
happen a l o n g t h e l i nes t h a t he i s sug g e s t i n g . I wou l d al so . . . I
know t ha t h e h a s c ha m p i o ne d t h i s f o r a l on g t i me , b u t i t se ems
that there have been some changes in the NCAA guidezines since
he started on this course, and he may deserve some credit for
bring ing s ome o f t h a t ab o u t , t oo . Bu t I t hi nk i t ' d onl y be f ai r
to recognize some of those changes. My understanding is that
now that a student, who is an athlete, can receive up to $4,000
Pel l Gr a n t , a nd t h a t d oe s n o t . . . t h e r e i s no r e s t r i c t i o n o n h ow
you can spend that. That can be used for things that they need
I unders t and now t ha t t h e y c a n wo rk ef f ec t i v e i n 199 8 and ear n
up to $2,000 in addition to their full athletic scholarship
during the school year. And employment during the summer and
dur in g v a ca t i on i s u nl i mi t ed . An d t h e NC A A d o e s n ' t mo n i t o r
t hat . UNL d o e s b ut t h e NC A A d o e s n o t . I a l so un d e r s t a n d t h a t
t hey c an , t h e y c o u l dn ' t u se d t o d o t h i s , bu t t h ey ca n n o w o f f e r
ins t r u c t i o n t o s t u de n t s or k i d s or YMC As a nd re c e i v e pay f o r
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