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f i v e - t h i r t y ev e r y mo r n i n g , an d a f t e r a b o u t a we e k o f t h i s , I
said , y ou k n ow , w h y a r e y ou g e t t i ng u p a t f i v e - t h i r t y ? Wh y a r e
y ou go i n g t o sc h o ol so ea r l y ? An d he sa i d , we l l , t h e g i r l s
would l i ke t o ha v e a t e am b ut t he y d o n ' t ha v e a way t o h av e a
coach because the coaches were compensated as pa rt of the ir
salary for coa ching the teams. So he was the volunteer coach.
And the girls also couldn't have a practice time other than s i x
o' clock in the mor ning be cause th e boys ' teams had all the
practice times. Well, we' ve come a long, long way with women' s
a th l e t i c s , a nd I j u s t d on ' t wan t t o se n d a me s s a g e f r om t he
L egi s l a t u r e , an d I kn o w t h a t . . .I understand S enator C h ambers,
where he is c oming from. I'm there intellectually, but I also
have a concern with policy being set b y the Leg i slature t hat
doesn' t t r e a t t he ot h e r a t h l e t e s , who ma y h av e s om e o f t h e same
f i n a n c i a l c o n ce r n s , w ho t r a i n , wh o ge t in j u r e d , who wor k i n
other sports, f rom ha ving the same opportunity for a stipend.
And I t h i n k t ha t ' s a f a i r n e s s i ss u e f o r a l l t h e a t h l e t e s , b u t I
also have a little bias for the women athletes, who've just come
i nt o t h e i r o wn i n r e c en t h i s t o r y , i f y ou wan t t o c a l l i t t k a t ,
a nd should be r ecognized fo r their ha r d e ff ort, fo r their
constant training t hat goes on in their sports, and for anyone
who might have an injury as is playing a difficult sport. A lot
o f t h e sp o r t s , a nd I ' m. . . I d i dn ' t p l ay i n s p o r t s . I ' m o n e o f
t he p e op l e f r om way b a ck wh e n t ha t j u s t d i d n ' t do t h a t , a nd
there weren't that many opportunities for me. Bu t I do know
that the other spo rts tha t I ' ve watched at hletes, my own
children and other athletes, women and male athletes, have lots
and lots of wor k , lots and lots of injuries, lots and lots of
p otential conflicts with their personal time that they could be
e arn in g mo n e y . An d so I h op e Se n a t o r Ch a mber s wi l l a d d r e ss t he
i ssue. . .

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON : . . .of f a i r n e s s , a nd a l eg i s l a t u r e t ak i ng a
policy that doe sn't r ecognize th e other ath letes wh o a re
g overned b y t h e NC A A .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Thompson. Senator Bromm.

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Mr. President. And I have to say
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