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FLOOR DEBATE

LB 688March 10 , 2 0 0 3

Senator Chambers t o the Business and Labor Committee amendment
t o LB 6 88 . Op e n f o r d i scu ss i o n, Se n a t o r Ch a mbe rs , f o l l ow e d b y
S enators Thompson, B romm, Fr iend, L a ndis, E ngel . Senato r
Chambers .

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr . President, if I pass for now, that will
not count against my times to speak, will it?

SENATOR CUDABACK: No, that was Senator Aguilar's.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Okay, and I am going to pass for now.

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Th a n k y o u . Se na t o r Th o m p s on .

SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you, Mr. President and members o f the
b ody . On e o f t h e a d v a nt a g e s o f s i t t i ng n ex t t o Sen a t o r Cha mber s
o n t h e f l oo r i s we d o ge t a c ha n ce t o t a l k a bo u t b i l l s a he a d o f
time, so he probably knows my concern when I r ise here. You
know when w e award academic scholarships to the university, we
don't say to students, well, you have to pick a ce rt ain major
because that might enhance the ability of the university to have
you as a lead ing person in an area that earns a lot of money,
a nd t h a t wou l d b e g o o d f o r t h e u n i v e r s i t y . We d on ' t pu t an y
strings on our academic scholarships. And one concern I have
about this policy that we' re being asked to enact today is t hat
i t on l y d ea l s wi t h t he sp o r t o f f o o t b a l l . An d I r e c og n i ze t ha t
Senato r C h amber s w a n t s t o d r a w t he NCAA ' s a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s
i ssue , a n d I u nd e r st a n d t h a t . Bu t we ha v e a l a r g e r p o l i cy i s su e
i n my v i ew w h e n w e s i n g l e o u t a s t i p e nd f o r a s i ng l e sp o r t , an d
if we only reward those sports that ever g enerate m o ney in a
s ign i f i ca nt wa y . So whe n t h e d ay c ome s t h a t b a s eb a l l i s p a y i n g
i t s o w n w ay , a nd m a y b e i t i s , I ' m n o t r e a l l y su r e , b u t Neb r a sk a
h as h ad some o u t st a nd i n g b a s e b a l l t e am s, a n d v o l l e y b a l l t e am s,
and soccer teams, and other sport teams, is it only t hen wou ld
we consider that those athletes work hard, train hard and should
be rewarded with a stipend, who may be in the same economic and
financial circumstances as a f ootball p layer? And I 'm old
enough to rem ember life before Ti tle IV. My husband was a
teacher when we were married and he was a coach and, eventually,
went i n t o o f f i c i a t i n g . An d s om e wher e a l o n g t he l i ne wh e n h e wa s
t each i n g a t Pap i l l i o n J un i o r Hi g h h e s t ar t e d g e t t i n g u p a b ou t
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