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SENATOR FRIEND: Thank you, Lieutenant Governor. Members of the
Legislature, I talked to Senator Chambers about this a couple of
t imes a nd co mm u n i c a t e d t o h i m t h a t I t h o ug h t . . . I h av e be e n
t h i n k i n g a b o u t t h i s f o r y ea r s . I t h i n k h e b r o ug ht i t u p i n '88,
and it was obviously something that was on the radar screen. I
went to college in the early 1980's and I played baseball for a
couple o f ye a r s u n t i l t h e y f i n a l l y t o l d me t h a t I wa s n ' t . . . t h a t
I co u l d n ' t h i t t he b a l l we l l en ou g h a nd I sh ou l d p r ob a b l y se e k
another line of work. I played at Kearney State College fo r a
c oupl e o f y e a r s . I t r a n s f e r r ed t o Cr e i g h t on Un i v e r s i t y . And I
t h in k t h a t wh at I wa n t ed t o d o i s r i se a nd m a y b e t a l k a l i t t l e
b i t a b ou t wh a t t ha t ex p e r i e n c e , wh a t t ha t co s t , wha t t h a t co st
me. I don't think I could ever trade it, you know, back and say
that it's something that I wouldn't do again. But I w ill say
this, and Senator C h ambers b r ings up a pretty good point. I
t hink p r o babl y a l mos t t o t he ma n you coul d pr oba b l y t al k t o
Nebraska football p layers, when they were kids, when they were
d eal i n g wi t h t h e g a m e o f f o o t b a l l , wh e n t h ey we r e de a l i n g wi t h
t he g a m e o f b a s ke t b a l l , b a se b a l l , wh at ev e r i t mi g h t b e , wh e n
they were kids, it was a game and it was fun. When I got to
col l e g e a n d I h ad t o p u t t h e t i me i n a nd t he e f f o r t i n t h a t
would h a v e r e qu i r ed t o b e t he b e st b a seb a l l p l ay e r t h a t I c ou l d
be, it was n't a g ame anymore. It tu rned into a job. So the
i ntriguing part to me a bout wha t Sen ator Ch ambers ha s bee n
bringing to the floor in the past in this Chamber and what he
b r i ng s n o w i s t ha t I t h i n k so m e th i n g o bv i ou s l y h as t o b e d on e .
I do rise and say right away, and I' ve spoken to him about this,
I do n ' t k no w t ha t I c an . . . t h a t I c an b a ck , y o u k n o w , h i s e f f o r t
h ere. But what I can tell you is that t hese folks tha t pla y
football at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, and I' ve worked
and talked to them when I worked at the Grand Island newspaper,
seen what th ese guy s do , it was ten times the amount of work
that they put in than that I put in in baseball, ten t imes the
amount . Th e se . ..some boys, t hey tu r n in t o m en real fast.
T hat ' s a l l t h ey d o . Th e y d o st u d y , b u t t h i s is all they do .
I t ' s t he i r l i f e , a n d i f y ou ca n u n d e r s t a n d t h a t , y o u k n ow , t h e
s pring football is out there, and it costs them, I don ' t know
what i t i s , 2 1 d a y s n ow o r 1 9 d a y s o f sp r i ng f o o t ba l l . I g o
b ack t o t h e e a r l y e i g h t i e s an d t h e f i r s t t h i n g t h a t I t h ou g h t o f
i s why do we have spring football. Congressman Osborne used to
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