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h ave yo u t o p u t i n y ou r mi n d a l a r ge f l a t b e d r a i l r o ad c a r o n a
s l i g h t u pwa r d i n c l i n e . Ha r ne ss e d t o t h e f r o n t o f t h a t r a i l r o a d
car are the football players with leather straps and harnesses
over their shoulders, around their chests, and they lean against
this flatbed railroad car to raise it up that incline. But they
have more than the weight of the car. The car constitutes what
they need for t heir ow n adv ancement, m oney to sup port the
football program. But not o nly must they carry that weight,
there are a lot of riders, too. Others are sitting on that car;
all of the other athletic programs, the salaried employees, and
then in a litt le caboose that is put up and fitted out like a
pullman porter car, whe re they not only have sleep ing
accommodations and a re staurant but people to serve them. Who
are t h e p eo p l e o n t h i s l i t t l e a t t a ch e d c a r a n d wh a t do i .s i t
represent? It r e presents what happens when Nebraska's football
t eam entitles the school to participate i n a postseason b o w l
game. University officials have their transportation and living
expenses paid from money generated by the football team.
Ath l e t i c d ep a r t m e n t o f f i c i a l s a nd emp l oy e e s , t h e Boa r d o f
Regents, and I don't know how many other hangers-on are allowed
to travel to the bowl games with their ex penses p aid by the
football players' exertion. But he re 's where the injustice
comes in, and I put this question to a person testifying for the
university. The question is this, isn't it true that although
the money g e nerated b y the p layers pays the expenses of all
these other named groups and their families, the player who
comes from an impoverished background cannot have one nickel
applied to underwrite the expenses for his mother to come to the
game'? And the man admitted that's true. Fam i lies c annot get
any assistance. And I a sked him, does that seem just to you?
H e said, I cannot answer t h at. He was so in ti midated, I
bel ieve , abo u t of f en d i n g t h e NCAA tha t h e c o u l d n o t ac k nowledge
an injustice that everybody sees. So here is the player running
o ut o f t h e t u n ne l o n t o t h e f o o t b a l l f i e l d t o p l ay i n a
postseason game. H e looks up in the stadium and sees all these
r ows upon r ows o f c h e e r i n g f a n s , t he f am i l y m embers o f a l l t hese
officials from Nebraska, their expenses paid b y his exertion.
But then there is an empty place in him because there is a seat
t hat cannot be occupied by a member of his f amily b e cause th e
money, w h i l e p a y i n g f o r a l l t h e se o t h e r p e cp l e t o co m e w a t c h h i m
p lay , c ou l d n o t p ay t he c o st o f h i s f a mi l y c omi n g t o wat ch h i m
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