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PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: The Chair would recognize Senator Chambers
to open on h i s f l oo r a mendment .

SENATOR CHAMBERS. Thank you. Mr . President, and members of the
L egi s l a t u r e , I am do i ng w h a t I ca n t o pu t t h i s b i l l i n t o t h e
same shape i t was when it passed in 1988. So in line 9 of the
committee amendment, I would strike the word 'three' and insert
'four ' a nd I wi l l t el l you wh a t t ha t doe s . Let me g i ve yo u a
l i t t l e mo r e d e t a i l ab ou t t h e c om m i t t e e am e ndment . Th e way t h e
bi l l wa s o r i g i n a l l y dr a f t e d , i t wou l d h a v e ma d e t he p l a ye r s
employees o f t he un i v e r s i t y . Th e y wo u l d h av e h ad a l l t h e r i gh t s
and benefits of employees. Any d i sp u t e s wou l d have been
submitted to the CIR and the university would set wages, hours,
a nd con d i t i on s o f emp l o y ment . Th a t b i l l wa s d r a f t e d i n t h a t
manner to b ring it to the appropriate committee, which is the
Business and Labor Committee. The re was no in tention, o n my
part, to have them ever declared employees and I made this known
to the university, and because of that assurance, they testified
at the co mmittee in a neutral capacity. Had I left it in the
form of making them employees, there is n o way anybody wo u ld
support it. But that b rought it to the Business and Labor
Committee where I'm a member. I understand the bill. I cou ld
answer any questions that were presented. This amendment would
raise the number of states that w ould hav e to ena ct sim ilar
legislation from three to fou r . So in st ead of four states
having to act, five would have to. T here are seven states w i th
teams in the B ig Twelve. I say , again, whether or not those
s tates eve r e n ac t i s not t hat c r uc i a l bec a use t h e g oa l i s t o put
p ressure on the NCAA to liberalize its rules, an d every tim e
this Legislature ha s acted on a bill and put it into law, the
N CAA has changed its rules with reference to that subject. So
now that tha t amendment is clear, I need to emphasize another
point. Even if this were done, there would not be one penny o f
General Fund money. The a thletic program at the university is
not funded by tax dollars. The football program brings i > the
money. No t o n l y do e s t he f oo t b a l l p r og r a m f u n d f oo t b a l l , b u t i t
subsidizes all of the othe r spor ts on campus. It pays the
salaries of athletic department officials and employees. If I
coul d g e t y ou t o d r aw i n y o u r mi n d a men t a l p i c t u r e , I wou l d
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