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SENATOR CHAMBERS: They reached the point where they said this
is to be a n am ateur activity so the schools cannot give the
players anything to encourage them to come to s chools. They
c annot g i ve t hem any t hi n g t o p l ay , and t hat wou l d make i t
amateur. The schools disregarded that. They gave in ducements
to the players. They had recruiters who were coaches. They had
booste r o rgan i z a t i on s , a l u mn i o r g a n i za t i o n s t h a t g a v e
i nducements t o t he p l a y e r s , a n d i t br ou g h t u s c l o s e t o w h er e we
aie today. As the debate progresses, I will go into more
specifics of the bill, itself. Thank you, Mr. President.

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Tha nk you, Senator Chambers. The Cha ir
would recognize S enator V r tiska on the Bu siness ar.3 Labor
C ommitte e a m endment s .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Tha n k yo u, Mr . Lieutenant Governor. The
Busines s an d L ab o r Comm i t t e e he a r d t h i s b i l l o n t h e 1 0t h o f
February and advanced it on the 18th of February. We adva nced
the bill af ter attaching AM 0074 . Th is c ommittee amendment
strikes the original sections of the bill, 4 to 7, and replaces
i t wi t h a n ew se c t i o n . Th i s ame n d ment w o u ld de l e t e l an g u a g e
s tating that the football players are university employees w h o
were to be p aid at least federal minimum wage of compensation
and covered b y the Neb raska Work e rs ' Comp ensation Act .
Replacement language states that the players shall be granted a
s t i p e nd , t he am o un t o f wh i c h t o b e d e t e r mi n e d b y t he un i v e r s i t y .
Language was deleted calling for the un i versity t o e st ablish
rules on wages, hours and work conditions and for dislrutes to be
presented to the Commission of Industrial Relations. Other new
language clarifies that a stipend, rather than wages, is t o be
p rov i d ed , a n d t h i s a ct be c om e s o p e r a t i v e wh e n a t l e a s t t h r e e
o the r s t a t e s wi t h t e ams t h a t co mp e t e i n t h e Bi g Twe l v e
Conference enact si milar l aws. The comm i ttee u n animously
approved t h i s am e n dment a n d I ' d a sk f o r y ou r a pp r ov a l he r e t h i s
morning . Th a n k y ou

P RESIDENT HE I NE M AN :
amendments, Mr. Clerk?

CLERK: Mr. President, Senator Chambers would move to amend t he
committee amendment w ith FA 1185. (Legi s l a t i v e J ou r n al p ag e

T hank you, Senator V r tiska Fu rthe r
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