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Football became so dan gerous, s o rid den wi t h dea ths an d
i njuries, that Theod ore Ro osevelt, i n 1905 , called so me
u niv e r s i t y o f f i c i a l s t o g e t h er a nd s a i d y o u g o t t o do some t h i ng
about f o o t b a l l . Ei t h e r y o u ' re go i ng t o g e t t h e r ou g h n e s s ou t o f
it or it 's go ing to be banned. In 1905, there were 18 deaths
and over 100 serious injuries and there were scarcely a d ozen
s chool s p a r t i c i p a t i ng . On e o f t he f o r ma t i o n s i n f o o t b a l l t ha t
led to these de aths and inj uries was known first as the
" V- t r i c k . ' Seven players would link arms. O ne would be at the
poin t o f t h e V a n d th r e e wo u l d b r a n c h ou t o n e a ch s i d e a n d t he
ball ca rrier would be in between. T his was known as the wedge
o r t h e V , a n d a s t he y m o v e d d o w n t h e f i e l d , t h e y wou l d b l o ck t h e
other players. That was th e first tim e b loc king was ever
a l l o we d i n f oo t b a l l , wh i ch wa s a co mb i n a t i o n o f r u gb y a n d
soccer . I t was not l i ke w h a t i t appear s t oday . Then t hey
improved on th at and dev eloped what was known as the ' f l y i n g
wedge.' The wedge components would run forward before they made
contact with the other team and severe injuries resulted. So
after this meeting with these officials, an organization called
the Intercollegiate Athletic Association of th e Uni ted St ates
came into being in 1906. In 1910, it became the NCAA and all it
was d e s i g n e d t o d o wa s t o s t a nd a r d i ze d t h e r u l e s o f c o l l eg e
athletics and give consultation and advice to schools. A t this
t ime , t he f a cu l t y h ad n o t h i ng t o d o wi t h t h e s e a t h l e t i c ev e n t s
because they thought it wa s beneath them . A s the rule s
standa r d i z e d an d t he na t i on a l med i a b eg a n t o wr i t e a b ou t t h e se
a th l e t i c e v en t s , t h e f a cu l t y a n d o f f i c i a l s r e a l i z ed t h a t t he
school s t h a t h a d f o o t ba l l t e am s g o t n a t i o na l pu b l i c i t y . Th e i r
enrollment increased. The y had a bet ter sho t at people as
instructors and professors. So the faculty and the university
officials took over the operation of intercollegiate a t hletics.
As the NCA A rocked on, it became more than just a rule-making
body. It became a regulatory agency so that the amount of money
expended t o p r od u c e f oo t b a l l c o u l d b e re d u c ed ; t h e c omp e t i t i o n
for athletes would b e all but nullified; and the NCAA and its
ins t i t u t i o n s c ou l d m a k e m o r e m o ne y o f f t h e s e pl ay e r s . Bu t i n
order to make more money, they had to restrict more and more the
assistance that was given to the players.
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