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P RESIDENT HE I NE MAN :
Vrt i s k a .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Mr. Lieutenant Governor, members of
t he b o dy . A l l of u s ha d a g o o d l o ng we e k e nd , a nd I g u e ss I j u s t
wanted t o b r i ng up a coup l e of r eas on s why I t ock t hi s as a
priority' bill this year. F irst of a ll, this plant is t he
largest pl ant in Nebraska, and it serves 91 of the 93 counties.
I t h i n k w e h a v e t o ke e p t ha t i n mi nd . Thi s i s a n ee d
t hat ' s . . .by t h e g e ne r a l p u b l i c p o we r an d i t , o b v i o u s l y , i s
cheapest power as they can get. And this p lant , as to the
public power i n Nebraska, serves cheap public.. cheape r p ub l i c
power for the customers than plants in other states that are, in
fact, profit-making plants. I do appreciate S enator B e utler's
interest in try ing to address some of the issues that he feels
he has a concern about, and certainly we need to have a c oncern
about these is sues be cause it 's in the best interest of the
s tate to make sure that we cover all the bases before w e ent e r
into this proposition of allowing indemnification for a private
company to manage a public power plant in Nebraska. First o f
all, I have to respond to Senator Preister. Obviously, this is
not the total answer as of right n ow. Th is is one of the
opt i o n s t h a t NPPD i s s ee k i n g i n o r d e r t o k ee p t .: i s p l a n t i n
operation which, of course, is important to the people i n this
state. There a re othe r opt ions and they will certainly be
reviewed but we can't move wi t h any thing un til we get the
indemnification issue re solved. An d l ast Thursday, we talked
a bout, a t so me l e n g t h a b ou t t h e i s s u e o f i nd e mn i f i c a t i o n a n d h o w
it should be handled, and Senator Beutler has taken that issue
up as a part o f h i s d iscussion in trying to come up with a
solu t i o n . An d , ag a i n , I ap p l a u d h i m f o r t ha t b e c au se I t h i n k
i t ' s i mpo r t a n t t h a t w e , i n f ac t , m a k e s u r e t h a t t he t hi n g s t ha t
we' re doing, the three points that Senator Beutler brought up
thi s mo r n i n g I t h ou g h t wer e im p o r t a n t a n d t h e y ar e t h i n g s t ha t
I 'm g l a d t h a t . . . I ' m ho p i ng w e wi l l b e ab l e t o t a ke t h e i ssu e u p
a nd p e r h ap s m o v e t h i s b i l l t hi s mo r n i n g , a n d t h e n o n S e l ec t b e
able to talk about some of the amendments that may be necessary
in or de r t o mo ve t h i s bi l l t o Fi nal Re a d i n g . I am no t goi n g t o
take up a lot of time, but I will be available as w ill Se nator
Schrock and cer tainly S enator Preister and Senator Beutler to
a nswer q u e s t i o ns i f y ou h a v e a ny . I , a g a i n , t h i n k i t ' s

Thank you, Se nator Preister. Sena tor
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