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f ac i l i t i e s . Bu t t h a t b r i ng i n g so m e body i n f r om t h e ou t s i d e t o
do it doe sn't n e cessarily mean th a t it ' s going to be done
bet t e r , t h a t t he y , t o o , a r e n ' t g o i ng t o h av e p r o b l e m s a nd t h a t
perhaps ke e p i n g t h i ngs i nt er n al and doi ng t hi ngs he r e i n
Nebraska could be a good option. It 's my unde rstanding that
NPPD didn't really consider any other companies other than NMC.
I do n ' t k n ow f r o m w h a t I u n de r s t a nd t h a t t h ey h av e c on t a ct e d
even OPPD, which could have some factors of joint operations and
t ha t may h a v e b ee n i n e a r l i e r d i sc u s s i o n s , b u t I d o n ' t k n ow i f
that was ever a serious consideration. So there was a list o f,
I be l i ev e , s i x op t i o n s t h a t t he b o a r d m e mber s h a d t o c on si d e r .
This was just one of the options and the indemnification in this
opt i o n i s t h e on e t h a t I t h i n k i s o f s ome co n c e r n t o u s an d t h a t
we shouldn't view lightly. But I think that r a ises th e iss ue
that in the las t decade the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has
effectively had its budget cut every year, and so as w e ha ve
more aging nuclear reactors we also have reduced hudgets in
t erms o f i n sp e c t i on s a nd i n sp e c t o r s a n d o v e r s i g h t o f t h e s e ag i ng
nuclear reactors. So at a time when...

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN : One m in u t e .

S ENATOR PREI S T ER : ...they are likely to have more problems,
we' re s e eing re duced b u dgets of ove rsight. Tha t shou ld
certainly be of concern to people living in the immediate area,
but a n yo ne who i s i n an y c l o se p r o x i mi t y t o t h e se p l a n t s . I
t ake this issue pretty seriously. I app reciate the f act tha t
Senator Beutler wa s w il ling to loo k into it more closely as
well . And I ' m n o t su r e a bo u t Ge n e r a l Fi l e , b u t a t l e a st o n
Select File, we w ill likely have an amendment to tighten the
i ssue a nd have some l i mi t at i on s on what t he ac t ua l
i ndemnif i c a t i o n doe s ent a i l , and what t h i ng s shou l d n ' t be
i ncluded, an d a l s o i nc l u d e t h e n o n p r o f i t asp e c t t o t h i s so t hat
another con c e r n t h a t I hav e t h a t w e ' r e n o t j us t ope n i n g t h i s up
to one step dcwn the road of privatizing our public power.
That, too, remains a concern of mine, and...

PRESIDENT HEINEMAN: Time has expired.

SENATOR PREISTER: . . . t h a nk y o u .
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