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t hi s s t a t e we l l . S i n ce t he n , t h e Pow e r R e vi e w B o a r d h as p ut o u t
t wo r ep o r t s , bo t h ve r y p o s it i ve r ep o r t s o n p u b l i c po wer i n t h i s
state. It would not serve the state of Nebraska w e ll, de spite
what Senator Br ashear has said, to sell public power. I don' t
bel i e v e t h a t ' s wha t t h i s b i l l i s a b ou t , b u t I ' m n o t a n a t t o r n e y .
Let me t e l l you w ha t h a ppens on my f a r m . I don ' t usua l l y do
this. We h ave a crop consultant. He checks our cornfields and
bean fields once every week. He tells us if we have a weed
p rob l em , i f we h av e a f e r t i l i t y p r o b l e m, o r i f we ' r e n o t
irrigating right. So we have tu rned th e m anagement of the
insects and the fertility and the weed control of our crops over
t o a sp e c i a l i s t . I s wh a t NPPD m i g h t d o h e r e a ny d i f f e r e n t ?
They' re turning the management o f this facility o ve r to a
speci a l i s t . And I wou l d t e l l y ou t h a t i f y o u ' r e m a n a g i n g n i ne
plants you have a lot more resources at your d i sposal t han if
you' r e g o i ng t o ma n a g e o n e p l a n t . Obv i o u s l y , I c ou l d n ' t a f f o r d
a crop consultant all on my own farm. He probably works with 50
f armers . I s t h i s a n y d i f f e r en t ? An d , y ou k no w, a nd I
appreciate what Senator Brashear says and we' ll work with him on
t hi s i s su e , b u t , y o u kn ow , p u t $ 3 b i l l i o n i n a b an k ac c ou n t ;
where a r e y ou g o i n g t o i nv e s t i t ? Pu b l i c p owe r i s a g o od
i nves t men t i n t h i s s t a t e . I c a n p a s s ou t , o n Se l e c t Fi l e o r
w hen this is taken up again, what our rates are compared to t he
states around u s . I ' l l gua rantee yo u our rates are about
20 percent cheaper than any state around us. So ...all right.
But I can pass out a sheet that will show you that our rates are
much cheaper t han a ny o f the states around us, and we do not
have the advantage of some of those other states. We don't have
a readily available coal supply. We don't have a natu ral gas
supply in this state. We don't have a lot of hydropower in this
state. But , yet , pub lic po wer in th i s state is cheap and
affordable, and as a farmer I recognize that. E lectricity is an
i mpor t a n t p a r t o f my f a r mi n g o p e r a t i o n . I t r u n s a l o t o f my
irrigation wells, electric power does, and I' ll guarantee you if
we went private my rate s would go higher. I th ink Senator
Tyson's point was well taken. The Nucor up there at Norfolk has
the cheapest energy supply of any of its competing plants around
in other states. So, you know, you can question p ublic p o wer,
that's fine, but the rec ord should stand for itself. Our
electric rates in this state are cheap, a f fordable, an d it ' s
because of public power. Now there's some offsets, granted, but
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