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the ability o f the current utility to operate i t. I 'm
q uest i o n (n g t h i s bo d y g r a n t i n g s ta t u t o r y a u t h o r i t y t o i nde mn i f y
a gainst negligence, and that's an important issue. And whe n
people say that we' re responsible now, that's true, but we also
have the emp loyees, w e a lso ha ve the elected bo dy ~ho's
accountable directly to the ratepayers, but we' re shifting all
of that, including the license. The license will no longer be
held by NPP D . The l i cense wi l l t hen be hel d . . . the Nuclea r
Regulatory Commission will transfer that license ov er to NMC .
They don't have members in Nebraska who were elected, who go to
them directly. They don't even operate in N ebraska c u rrently.
And I w il l talk later, I don't have time right now, about some
things that are on the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's web s i te
about their st atus That ' s a separate issue. The thing that
right now I'm stressing is the issue of negligence, the issue of
responsibility. A nd when that responsibility i s in N ebr aska
wit h a p u b l i c l y - h e l d u t i l i t y b y a n e l e c t e d bo ar d o f
r epresentatives by the people in that district, that's a who l e
different sc enario, an d that responsibility is shifted and the
negligence is shifted and this body is granting that authority,
and we' re doing it, and in some of the discussions, as if that' s
the o n l y op t i o n . I r e a d i l y a dmi t t h a t t h e r e ar e t h i ng s t h a t
could be improved at the nuclear power plant, but this isn't the
only option. And, yes, the board members have d iscussed o ther
options, but th e y ha v e not nec essarily r u led a l l of those
opt i o n s o ut a n d so m e o f t h em ar e on t h e t a b l e . Wh e n Se na t o r
Brashear talked a b out other options and dreaming, I liked the
sound of t h a t unt i l he got t o t he po i n t w h e r e h e wa s l o o k i n g at
selling off public power. That's a part of what I think this is
doing. We ' re starting. We ' re taking a step down the road of
privatization of public power. I don 't like g o ing dow n that
road. I don 't like taking that first step. I don 't think
i ndemnif y i n g an d a l l ow i n g t h a t t o ha p pen i s g o o d p u b l i c po l i cy .
That's the iss ue, a nd hav ing t ha t l i c e n se i n t h e na me o f
somebody o u t s i d e o f t h i s s t a t e , I k e ep s t r e s s i n g , b e ca u s e t h a t
is a maj o r s h i f t i n p ub l i c po l i cy . Th a t ' s a mov e i n t h a t
di r e c t i on . An d so wh e n w e t a l k ab o ut p r i va t i z i n g or se l l i n g o f f
public power, I'm a supporter of public power. I think George
Norris did a good job in creating public power. I think it has
served us well over these years. I want it to continue serving
us well into the fut u re. I think it can do the job more
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