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worked for a company that h..d cause to sue NPPD for overcharging
us a nd we were in court f or o ve r seven years and we f inally
reached a settlement with them, and we were compensated for that
overcha r g i n g a nd a n e w f o r m u la w a s s e t up , an d t he se t t l e m e n t t o
u s was i n t h e n a t u r e o f mi l l i on s o f do l l a r s . And ev e r y mi n u t e
of that se ven years we had the lowest cost for electricity in
o ur s y s t e m a n d f o r a n y st e e l mi l l i n t h e Un i t e d St a t e s . So mu ch
f or t h e o v e r a l l e f f i c i en cy o f NPP D . I t h i n k t h e y ' v e d o ne a
very, very good job. Now can they do a better job at Cooper?
Eviden t l y t h e y ca n . I s t h i s t h e wa y t o g o ab o u t i t ? I do n ' t
know a ny t h i n g ab ou t r u nn i ng a p owe r s t a t i o n , e sp e c i a l l y a
nuclear power station, and probably not too many people here do,
but lacking that expertise myself, I'd go find som~.body that has
i t , a n d t h e se p eo p l e ev i d e nt l y d o . Th ey s a i d , we l l , we do n ' t
want the liability for negligence, the same liability in greater
degree than NP PD has now. T hat makes a great deal of sense to
m . I don't think we' re t alking about reinventing t he whee l
here. We ' re ta lking a b out t he bet ter operation of a state
asset. Now do we have liability now for negligence'? Y e s, we
do. If these people are as good as they are touted to be, we
would b e l i a b l e f o r . . . l es s l i ab l e f o r n e g l i g e n ce an d t h e
liability thereof t han we a re at the present time. I don' t
think that's rocket science. I think that's just co mmonsense.
And b e ca u s e i t i s , I ' m g o i n g t o su p po r t t h i s b i l l a n d I u r g e
that all of you do that also. Balance of my time b ack to the
Chair . Th an k y ou .

SPEAKER BROMM: Thank you, Senator Tyson. Senator Preister.

SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Mr. President. Memb ers of the
body, the issue here is indemnification. We are indemnifying an
out of this state company to operate a power plant i n Nebraska
agains t a ny n eg l i g e n ce t h a t t h ey mi g h t d o , a n d i n d o i ng t h a t ,
and when this contract is signed, the license, and th i s is a
real important i ssue tha t has n't re ally been discussed, the
license will no longer be in the name of Nebraska P ublic P ower
District. The license then is transferred. The license will be
i n t h e n ame o f NMC . Th ey h av e c o n t r o l o f t he l i c e n se . I n
e f f e c t , t h ey h av e co n t r o l o f t h e po w e r p l a n t . The y op e r a t e i t .
How they do it , mayb e th e y can do a be tter job than what
Nebraska Public Power District is doing. I 'm not quest ioning
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