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much t o o s h o ck i n g , b u t i f we d i d we co u l d n e t 3 - 4 b i l l i on
dollars and we could put that in a trust fund and we could use
that for economic development and job creation all across the
state. A nd I know t hat bond experts will tell you there's a
problem with how we would eliminate the public indebtedness, but
where there is a will there is a way. N ow I understand we don' t
have the will...

SPEAKER BRONN: One minute.

SENATOR BRASHEAR: .. .so we won't go there, but it j ust se emed
t o m e, i n t h e mi d d l e o f t h i s d i scu ss i o n , t h a t n on e o f y o u wo u l d
mind, I ho p e , t o o t e r r i b l y i f I p u t a l i t t l e p u sh b e h i n d t h a t
idea again, because I' ve been throwing it out there like a crazy
m an for y e a r s . Tha n k y o u .

SPEAKER BRONN: Thank you, Senator Brashear. Senator Quandahl.

SENATOR QUANDAHL: Tha nk you, Speaker Bromm and members of the
body. Just in listening to some of the conversations that have
b een g o i n g on t h i s mo r n i n g , i t r a i se d a f e w q u e s t i on s i n my
mind, particularly when Senator Schrock said that i t woul d b e
best if we basi cally 'outsource' the management of the Cooper
p lan t t o , I t h i n k h e sa i d , a p r o f e s s i o n al o r g a n i za t i on w h o co u l d
do a better job, apparently, than NPPD could d o its elf . A nd
tnat raises a question in my mind as to whether NPPD can manage
its own assets. That makes me wonder that an d so I' ll j u st
throw that out there, just kind of a hanging question. It also
makes me wonder, if we h ave to c ontract with an outside
o rganiza t i o n o r an out s i de com p any , ar e t her e ot h e r o p ti on s
a vai l a b l e . We r e t he r e o t h e r o p t i o n s a v a i l a b l e t o NPP D be s i d e s
contracting with this one private company? That's a question
that I have. And I guess I am reliably informed that N PPD did
e nte r i n t o ne g o t i a t i o n s wi t h OPPD ab o u t c om i n g t o g e t h e r wi t h
some kind of a partnership to manage their nuclear assets, and I
a lso u n de r s t a nd t h a t i t wa s NPPD t h a t b r o ke o f f t h o se
n egot i a t i o n s . Th e y b r o k e o f f t ho s e ne g o t i a t i on s wi t h an o t h e r
p ubl i c s ub d i v i s i on o f t h e st a t e o f Ne b r a sk a , a n d m y q u e s t i o n i s ,
w hy? Ny second question is, aren't there other options that w e
c ould d o t h a t wo u l dn ' t c au se t h e st a t e o f Ne b r a s k a t o t ak e on
lega l l i ab i l i t y f o r i nd em n i f y i ng an ou t s i de pr i v a t e c omp a n y ?
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