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indemnification issue in this process. And so some of them had
some u n c e r t a i n t y wh e t he r t h e y s h ou l d v o t e f o r t h i s o r no t ,
simply because of that. And with that, I' ll turn the rest of my
t ime b a c k . Th a nk y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Vrtiska. Senat or Jc ies,
followed by Senator Janssen and seven others.

SENATOR JONES: M r . President, members of the body, I sit in on
this hearing. It was real interesting and I th i n k th at it ' s
s ometh in g t h a t we sh ou l d m o v e f o r wa r d wi t h . Si n c e t he h ea r i n g ,
I t a l k e d wi t h a b o a r d m e mber t h a t a c t u a l l y wa s o v e r t he nu c l e a r
power system of the.. .and , a n y w ay , h e re l a t e d t o me qu i t e a f e w
t imes t h at t h e y j u s t c ou l d n o t g e t a h a n d l e o n t h e ma n ag e ment
down there, and he was so flusterated with it that he was hoping
they could figure out some other way. And what this bill does,
t hat j u s t g i v e s t h em a n op t i on t o d o so m e th i ng e l s e a nd I t h i n k
that's what is rea lly important here. I t's still got to be a
vote of the NPP board if they want to do something. And he told
me that the vote was always 9 to 2 in fav or of try ing to do
something else with somebody else. And this company here that
we' re t a l k i n g a b ou t i s doi n g i t i n ei ght ot h e r po wer p l a n t s and
their track r e cord is really good, and I might just quote what
you have in front of you here. The average production cost
in '99 throug h 2 0 01 a t t h e Coop e r wa s $23.8 7 p e r me g a
power. . . wat t p o wer , a n d t ha t ' s a n a v e r ag e of $131 m il l i on per
year. Now , in a comparable period, an average production cost
with t h i s o t h e r c om p an y t h a t we ' r e t a l k i ng ab o ut h e r e , wi t h t h e
Nuclear Management Company, that average was $20.71, and that' s
for an average of $112 million per year. That 's a lot of
difference and tha t's what their bottom line is, is trying to
generate this energy for the cheapest amount of money they can.
S o I t h i n k t h a t t h a t ' s r e a l l y t h e p r ob l em o f i t . An d we ' v e b e e n
talking about t h e liability just a little bit and NPPD has got
t he l i ab i l i t y r i g h t n ow, a n d i f t h i s o t h e r c om p an y c o mes i n t h e y
s t i l l go t t h e l i ab i l i t y , so t h a t d on ' t c h an g e . So I t h i nk we ' r e
trying to help.. .help o u t o u r el e c t r i c b i l l , y o u kn o w , b y t r y i n g
t o s u p p or t t h i s i d e a , an d h op e f u l l y we c a n m o v e f o r wa r d wi t h i t ,
because I think this is the right way to go. A nd, like I said
earlier, it's just an option that they can do, and the NPP board
still has to do this and still have to vote on it. So I'm in
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