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District employees. We do n't really know that, so I wanted to
make su r e Se n a t o r Ha r t n e t t g o t t h a t i n f o r ma t i on o f t h a t
u ncer t a i n t y . An d I wi l l p u t my l i g h t on a g a i n .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Preister. Issue before us
i s L B 1 6 5 , o f f e r e d b y t he Na t u r a l Re so u r c e s C o mmi t te e . On wi t h
discussion. Sena to r V rt iska, f o llowed by Senators J o nes,
J anssen , Be u t l e r , Br a s he a r , Quandahl, Tyson, an d Pre ister.
Senato r Vr t i s k a .

SENATOR VRTISKA: Thank you, Senator Cudaback. I app reciate
Senator Preister's interest in this and certainly we all have an
in t e r e s t i n t h i s k i n d o f a n i s su e , a n d th e r e ' s n o t h i ng wr o ng
wit h g i v i ng a g o od r e v i e w o f wha t ' s h ap p e n i n g L e t me t e l l y o u
o f f t h e b a t t h a t wh e n t he 5 - 5 v o t e t h a t h e k ee p s t a l k i ng ab o u t
is certainly in line because many of the board members weren' t
sure exactly what they were e ntering into and they n e eded mo re
in f o r ma t i o n , a n d t h a t ' s wh a t we ' re do i n g he r e t o d a y a n d t h e r e ' s
cer t a i n l y no t h i n g wr o n g wi t h t h a t . Wh en t h ey . . .when i t b e ca me
more c l e a r a s t o wh a t d i r e c t i o n t h ey we r e g o i n g . . . were g o i n g t o
go. . .and, you know, you can't blame people for having questions.
That's what those board members are for, t o make s u r e ~ hat t h e y
get the right answers. And I think at the time that they were
trying to take a vote on t his issue there was some unclear
message that w as be ing forward to them and they weren't sure
e xact l y wh a t t h e y we r e do i n g , a nd I t h i n k t h a t ' s t h e r i g h t wa y
t o go . Th a t ' s t h e way i t s h ou l d b e . I h a v e t o t e l l y ou t h a t we
don't all have the answers to this problem, but we do have the
answer t o t h e f a c t t ha t p e o p l e ar e g o i n g t o co n t i nu e t o u s e
power, and whether you approve of nuclear power or not is beside
t he p o i n t be c a u se i t ' s h e r e . I t ' s a l l ov e r t h e co u n t r y . I n
fact, in some of the foreign countries they' re still b u ilding
plants. This coun try do esn't build any power plants anymore
because of a great deal of opposition to some of the things that
h ave happened. But we have to put in perspective that there i s
never an unending source of power for coal-fired plants, and my
interest about this comes about because there's some d i scussion
a bout t h e p r o b l ems wi t h nu c l e a r p owe r , an d y e t t h e y f a i l t o
recognize that coal-fired plants certainly r e lease a lot o f
undesirable pollutants i n the a ir tha t are not good for the
people wh o l i v e ar o u n d t h o se p l an t s e i t he r . An d so i t ' s a b i g
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