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a vai l a b i l i t y o f t he
even more important,
t ha t we h a ve t h a t
rise to support the
l anguage changes i f

SENATOR CUDABACK: T hank you, Senator Bromm. Senator Preister,
followed by Senators Vrtiska, Jones, Janssen, Beutler, Brashear,
and Quandahl. Senator Preister.

SENATOR PREISTER: Tha nk you, Mr. President. Mem b ers o f the
b ody , I a p p r e c i a t e t h e a t t e n t i v e n e s s t o t he i s su e . I t h i nk i t
i s on e t h a t i s i mp o r t a n t t o d o . I wa n t t o co n t i n u e wh e r e I l e f t
o f f wi t h t h e v o t e t h a t I wa s t a l k i ng ab o u t . I . .when I wa s
t a l k i n g ab o u t t he 5 - 5 sp l i t v o t e b y t he b o a r d , I r e ad Sec t i o n 4
r athe r t h an Se ct i o n 3 . Es s en t i a l l y , t h e v o t e wa s t o t ak e o u t
the indemnification provision. It, and I' ll read it to be more
a ccura t e , 3 i s : Be g i n n i ng t h e p r o c e s s o f f i n d i ng a l e g i s l a t i v e
solu t i o n f o r t he co n t r a c t u a l i n de mn i f i c a t i o n i s su e r a i s ed by
NMC. What the board was split on was this very issue that we' re
voting on, the indemnification, and h alf t he memb ers th ought
that fin ding thi s solution o f leg islative i ndemnification
release, which NMC requested to take over the operation, was not
c lear-cut. Half the board members didn't think it wa s a good
idea, or so it wou ld re f lect in the ir vote. That was in
November. The n , in December, they ha d ano ther vot e and in
December, this was at the December 13 meeting, and they had the
r eso l u t i o n b e f o r e t he m a n d S e c t i o n 3 sup p o r t s . t h e i r r e so l u t i o n
would b e t o su p p o r t l e g i s l a i o n c l a r i f y i n g t h e ab i l i t y o f p ub l i c
power d i s t r i c t s t o i nd e mni f y a t hi r d par t y op e r a t i n g a nuc l ear
p ower p l a n t ow n e d b y a d i s t r i c t . Ag a i n , we ' r e t a l k i ng a bo ut t h e
i ndemni f i ca t i o n i s su e . Th a t v o t e t o t a k e t h a t p o r t i o n o u t o f
t he r e s o l u t i on , ag a i n , was a sp l i t v o t e . Wa sn ' t e v e n t he sa me
members t h i s t i me , s o p eo p l e ' s mi n d s h ad c h an g e d a n d f i v e p eo p l e
v ote d t o t ak e i t o u t a nd f i v e p e o p l e v o t e d t o k ee p i t i n . I
mention that because this is a board of directors o f NPPD who
are closer to this issue, who have been given more briefing and
m ore information than any of us have, and they' re undecided o n
i ndemni f i ca t i o n . The y ' r e sp l i t d own t he mi dd l e , 5 - 5 . Onc e t h a t
wasn' t t a ke n o ut o f t h e r e s o l u t i o n a t t h at p o i n t , y e s , everybody
d id v o t e f o r t h e r e so l u t i o n , b u t o n t wo d i f f e r e n t o c ca s i o n s , i n

p ower f r o m t h at p l a n t , a nd t ha t co u l d b e co me
I t h i n k , i n t h e d ay s a h e a d a n d m o n t h s a he a d

avai l a b l e a nd o n l i ne . So wi t h t h a t , I j u s t
b i l l an d ce r t a i n l y wi l l i ng t o l o o k a t

t here a r e g o o d su g g e s t i o n s . Th a nk y ou .
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