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SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you , Sen ator Brashear. (V is itors
i n t r o d u c e d . ) On wi t h d i s cu s s i o n . Se n a t o r Sc h r o c k , f o l l ow e d b y
Senator Bromm and others.

SENATOR SCHROCK. M r . Pr e s i d en t , me mbezs o f t h e L e g i s l a t u r e , I
t h in k f o r t h o se o f y ou wh o wou l d l i k e t o b e a l i t t l e mo r e
familiar with the operations at Brownville, NPPD had a c o ntract
w ith Mi d A m o ut o f I owa f or ha l f of t he po we r p r o d uced by t h a t
p lant , and t ha t ' s a l ong - t er m cont r ac t , but t hat exp i r es
September 1, 2 004 . They also have a contract with LES to take
an e i g h t h o f t he po we r , o r 12 . 5 p e r ce n t , u p u n t i l Sep t emb er 1 o f
this year, and that contract expires this year. In both ca ses,
neither LES or MidAm chose to renegotiate that contract, so NPPD
will be res ponsible fo r 100 percent o f the output of that
nuclear plant. It is a large plant and I think i t 's so mething
we w a n t NPPD t o k e ep o n l i n e , t o k e ep r u n n i n g . I f a ny o f y o u
have paid y ou r n a t u r a l g a s bi l l l at el y or see n w ha t t h e pr i ce of
f ue l h as d on e , t h i s p l a n t b e co mes mor e i m p o rt a nt a l l t h e t i me i n
the makeup o f e l e c t r i c i t y i n t he s t a t e o f Neb r a s ka , a n d o f
cours e i t g i v e s t h e m t h e o pp o r t u n i t y s e l l ex ce s s p ow e r i n o t h e r
states. Now the issue here is whether N PPD can con tract out
management o f tha t p lan t to a company who has a better track
record than they have, who manages multiple plants, and the goal
o f NPPD i s t o i n c r e a s e t h e r a t i ng s o f t ha t p l an t . Kee p i n mi n d
this is fully regulated by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission out
o f W a s h in g t o n , D .C . , a n d i f I t hought t her e w a s a n y s a f e t y
problems there or if the Nuclear Regulatory C ommission t hought
there was any safety problems there, they would be shut down.
So I don't think there should be any question about the safety
of this plant. I guess there are no absolutes in this world.
But let's keep in mind what NPPD is trying to do with this bill.
It's trying to say that indemnification or liability would still
lie with NPPD. It doesn't absolve the management company of any
mistakes they would make. But I think this is a chance to g ive
NPPD an option to improve their lot, to turn the management over
to a p ro fessional o rganization. A nd NP PD only operates one
nuclear plant. It just makes sense that professional people who
operate multiple plants probably can come in and operate that
plant more eff iciently and upg r ade the ir rati ngs w ith the
N uclear Energy Regulatory Commission. So that's the purpose o f
this bill. It ' s pretty straight and simple forward. I would
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