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power t r y i ng t o d e a l wi t h a no t - f o r - p r o f i t e n t i t y . Ok a y , t h a t ' s
fine. But we ' re not restricting this in any way as to whether
i t ' s . . .p ub l i c o r pr i v a t e , b y t h e way , do e s n ' t d e f i n e
n ot f o r p r o f i t , s o ma yb e i t sh ou l d say p u b l i c o r p r i v a t e t o
i nc l ud e n o t f o r p r o f i t . An d t h e n i t s ay s . . . I d o , by t he wa y ,
know that in the la st sen tence this is all limited to the
operation of a nuclear power plant, and we'd only have so m any
of those, so tha t's sort of restrictive. But the concept of
p ut t i n g i n s t a t u t e t h a t on e o f ou r p u b l i c b o d i e s ma y , b y i t s
board, al l of whi ch ser ve on a pa r t - t i me and r el at i ve l y
uncompensated basis, may put in place a contract which contains
a provision that indemnifies a private entity from its own
negl i gence sounds l i ke a n un l i mi t ed guar a n t e e by t he pub l i c
treasury of a private entity's operation to such an extent that
i f yo u l o o k d own t h e r o a d t h e r e w o n ' t b e m uch i n c e n t i v e f o r t hem
to do i t ver y w el l . They ca n b e j u s t . . . I ' m no t say i ng anybo d y
would b e, b ut w e ' r e s a y i n g we ' re g o i n g t o g i ve a pr i va t e ent i t y
a blank check and they can be a bout as sloppy, careless,
negl i gen t a s t h e y c o u l d p o s s i b l y b e, a n d t h a t w o u l d b e a l l r i ght
because we'd make them whole. Now, ordinarily, those of us who
c ome f r o m t h at p o i n t o f v i ew a r g u e t h a t we o u g h t t o p r i v a t i ze
t hings; it increases acco untability, resp onsibility; i t
i n t r o d u ce s t h e p r o f i t mo t i v e , a l l t ho se k i n d s o f t h i n g s . We ' r e
tak in g a l l t h a t a way . I t ' s . . . I ca n no t re a d t h i s b u t t o s ay i t
i s a b l a nk c h e c k , a n d i f i t sa i d i nd em n i f y a no t f o r p r o f i t , I
might h a v e b e e n m o r e i n c l i ne d t o l e t i t g o b y , b u t I ' m b eg i nn i n g
t o won d e r i f t h i s i s t h e k i nd o f i n no cu o u s , g en e r a l , b r o a d
authorizing legislation that we want to put in the s tatute an d
t hen j u s t mov e o n . And Ge n e r a l Fi l e i s t h e p l a c e , I t h i nk , t o
send t h e s i g n a l . I ' m no t t r y i n g t o s t op a ny t h i ng , b u t I ' m
raising th e iss ue. I cer t a i nl y f eel a dut y and
responsibility...

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR BRASHEAR : . . .to become a great deal more i n formed an d
t h i s i s my w ay o f j o i n i ng wi t h t h e d e b a t e a n d be i ng e l i g i b l e , s o
to speak, to come back and speak on Select File. I'm not trying
to do any damage, but I'm trying to be careful and prudent. A nd
I t h a n k y o u ve r y mu c h .
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