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SENATOR BEUTLER: Senator, I think that's a fair statement of my
c oncern , i f t h a t ' s a l eg i t i ma t e co n ce r n .

SENATOR RA I K ES : We l l , l e t me su gg e st t o y o u t h a t I t h i r k
a nothe r w a y t o l o ok a t a Cl a s s V I sy s t e m i s i t p r ov i d e s a n
avenue for reorganization that may not have been used, or may
not be immediately contemplated for use. F or example, suppose
you had a gro u p of sma ll K-12 systems, were considering, or
b eing forced to consider, however you might d e scribe it, som e
s or t o f a r e o r g an i z a t i on me r g e r b e c a u s e o f d e c l i n i ng s t u d en t
numbers, or whatever it might be. A Class VI system would offer
them a possibility that each one of those K-12's could become a
Class I , t h a t i s , a pa r t o f a Cl a ss V I sy st em, s o t ha t y ou mi g h t
have two or more K-12 sy st ems that would become a Class VI
system tha t h a d r e a l l y an el e menta r y .. .w e l l , ea c h d i s t r i c t coul d
retain its elementary school. There may be a new high school,
or one o f the existing districts form the high school, so that
i n a w a y , t h i s t y p e o f a r r ang e ment w o u l d p r ov i d e f o r a t l e a s t
r eorga n i z a t i on o r co n so l i d a t i o n o f t h e h i g h s ch oo l p a r t s o f
several di stricts, t hrough the orga nization of a C lass VI
system. So I would just point out, I think it' s.. .my be l i e f i s ,
i t ' s a go o d i d e a t o k ee p t h a t op t i o n o pe n , i n t h e ev e n t .

. .and I
can't g i v e y o u a s p e c if i c ex a mple o f w h er e I kn o w t h i s i s abou t
to happen or be ing discussed. B ut I think it is a vehicle
a lte r n a t i v e , and wou l d i n f ac t l ead i n t he d i r ec t i on of
c onso l i d a t i o n , r e o r g a n i za t i o n , r e s t r u c t u r i ng , r a t h e r t h a n a wa y
f rom i t . So I ' d i nv i t e yo u r r e s p onse .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena tor , l et m e just ask you , are you
absolut e l y conv i n c e d t hat i f t hi s i s open e d u p i n t hi s m a nner
and made easier, that the response will be as you described, and
that others will no t take adva ntage o f it for different
purposes?

SENATOR RA I KES : We l l , 'absolutely convinced' is maybe a high
standa rd . I wou l d t e l l y ou t h a t i t wo u l d b e my b e l i e f a n d
e xpect a t i o n t h at i t wou l d b e u se d i n t h e d i r e c t i on o f
r eorgan i z a t i on t owa r d a f ew e r n um be r o f K - 1 2 ' s t h an t o wa r d t h e
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