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can' t...if you think it's a moral is sue, we can ' t leg islate
morality anyway. At the same time, I have a distinct opposition
to it simply be cause I don't think it's good for the state, I
don't think it does the things that many people w auld h op e i t
would do . In fac t, if I th ought it would do it , I m i ght even be
convinced to change my mind . But we all kn o w t hat it's not
going to have any effect on our ...you kn ow , on ou r economic
problems that w e ' re in. That 's bee n. . .even those who s upported
it acknowledge that it 's not going to chang e the econ omic

disadvantage that we now are enjoying, if that's the right word,
i n N eb r a ska and many states, and even those that have gambling .
So I have a difficult time on weighing th e bal ance of wha t' s
right and what's wrong. Bu t to m y own ind i vidual perspective, I
feel li k e t hat I w o uld be a t r a itor to my self if I w o uld change

my mind and decide that gambling is someth in g that I should
support and try to a dvance on this fl oor. I do have the c on cern
t h a t ' s b e e n expressed he re by many, and that is, will we have
gambling whether I like it or not? A nd the answer may be yes .
People may get a chance to vote on this. So I'm not telling you
anything that everybody around here dcesn't know and everybody
understands, and that is, there are options out the re tha t we
can make th e decisions here on the floor or we can put it back
in people's hands and let them make the d e cision. Obviously,
I'm troubled, as I' ve demonstrated, because it's a n i s s u e t h a t ' s
v ery t r o u b l i n g . . .

SPEAKER BROMM : One m in u t e .

SENATOR VRT I SK A : ...to many of us. But I' ve not been totally
convinced that doing the right thing would be to vote to advance
this bill. So, I' ve pretty much said what I feel. And I do
have deep concerns. With that, Mr. Speaker, I' ll turn the rest
of my time back to your...to you. T hank you.

S PEAKER BROMM : Thank y ou , Senator Vrtiska . Senat o r Sm i th.

S ENATOR SMI T H : Q uest i o n .

SPEAKER BROMM : Senator Sm ith has ca lled the qu e stion . Do I see
five hands ? I do . The question then before u s is whether
debate shall ce ase . A ll i n fa vor vote aye, and opposed nay.

2043


