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SENATOR VRTISKA: Th a nk you, Mr. Speaker a nd memb ers of the
body. I was quite intrigued when I listened to Senator Chambers
awhile ago talking about the winners and losers in gambling, and
how in h is opinion many people lose more than they win. And I
think probably he's undoubtedly correct. I just wanted to
relate a story I thought was of interest to some of you, and it
addresses that very issue. I h ad a friend wh o served in
Vietnam. And when he cam e home , he had not ever been
e xperienced gambling, so he w ent to Las Vegas f or a litt le
R and R. And was wand e ring aro und the casino one day, just
watching the people and enjoying himself, when a gentleman came
u p to him and asked him if he understood the is sues of gambling .
And he said , no , he d idn' t. He d idn't really know anything
about it. He sa id, well, you know, we h ave a room in this
casino where you can go to where we have teachers who will teach
you how to gamble for your benefit, where you can...your chances
of w in ning a re bet ter...are greater t han los ing, if you
understand the process . And it ' s f r ee. And we serve food and
drinks. And if you'd like to go there, you can. So , not having
anything else to do , he di d . He went t he re , and he s a id, the
first thing, a lacy came out and sa id , I'm the on e .. . t h e r e we r e
a number of people i n the room...I'm the one that's going to
teach you something about gambling. But f irst I wan t you to
look down the street and look at all those beautiful sights and
all the beautiful lights and everything here in Las Vegas. You
p ay for tho se. You r mon e y hel ped p a y for those. And w e
appreciate it. We want you to know that. Secondly, I w a nt to
tell you ve ry distinctly, if you win any money, take it and go
home. And he said, I looked at her for a minute, and some of us
were kind of shocked. A nd somebody said, well, w hy would you
say that'? S h e said, well, I work for this casino, but there' s
psychology involved in gambling. You take your win and y ou go
home, you tell all your friends how much you won, they' re going
to come out and want to gamble. If you lose, you' re not goi ng
to tell an y body. So the re's a psychology between winners and
losers in the game of gambling. I' ve never supported g ambling.
All of you know tha t . I kn ow th is i s a d if f icult, emotional
issue for many of us , simply because I have fr iends telling me ,
why don't you let us vote on it? Why do you want...why are 49
of you people smarter than the people in t his sta te ? And I
accept tha t. And incid entally, w e can ' t...obviously, we
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