
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE
Transcriber ' s Office

LR 11March 5 , 20 0 3

But I'd like to se e. Wou ld y ou b e willing to wait unti l Select
File with this amendment, Senator?

S PEAKER BROMM : Senator Chambers .

SENATOR CH A MBERS:
mind i s op en .

SENATOR SCHIMEK : Okay . Okay . Well , I ho pe that you w ill .
Because I hate to do so m ething quickly on the f l oor until it' s
thought through . And some t imes we don't take as much time as we
need to do these things, even bringing the amendment up here the

other day in a qu ick fashion . I wou l d h ave ra ther had a little
more tim e , especially when we' re dealing with the c onstitution.
If I could conclude my remarks by addressing an is sue that keeps
coming up on this floor, And maybe I haven ' t done a very good of
addressing it . And th a t is the whole gambling addiction issue .
A nd I d o n ' t kn o w h o w m a n> of you who were in t he h e a ring on the
b ills remember Jerry Bauerkamper coming in , and he represen t s
compulsive gambling, and that's the organization that deals with
addiction . And he said to us that day , you kn ow, there ar e

going to be somewhere between three to five percen t of the
gamblers, of t he p o p u lation, that are going to be a d d icted . He
said, we' re in that range already in Nebraska, and it probab ly
is not going to increase that greatly . And I th in k that he is a

very neutra l person . He never comes in fo r or ag a i nst any
gambling proposals . H e 's always in a neutr al positi on . He
called my office just a few minutes ago and s aid to me that th e
dollars needed to treat gambling addiction in this state by the

year 200 5 , if indeed t hat is th e . . .I'm assuming that he means
present problems and any additional . He says b y th e y ea r 200 5 ,
i t wou l d b e $2 million, and not $40 million. And I h a ve
consistently promised that group that we would make p rovisio ns
for funds to go i nto some kind of a t r e atment program. And they

would come out of n ot ou r G e neral Funds or a ny t hing like that,
b ut they would be state law, and the casinos . . .

SPEAKER BROMM : One min u t e .

SENATOR SCHIMEK : ...w ould have to address those kinds of f unds.

I think that occurs everywhere. I don 't t hi nk i t' s unusual. I

And I' ve got to think ab out that B ut m y
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