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particular instance, I don't think that that can...they can be
defended, in the sense that they are trying to make it sound
like Nebraska is the first one that's considering expansion of
gambling, and that there's no gambling in Nebraska right now,
that this is something that we've just dreamed up to do, totally
on our own, without any instigation from outside the legislative
body. None of those things are true. [ mean, we have gambling,
we have many different forms of gambling, we have illegal
gambling, we have gambling in other states. We know that there
are financial issues in...that are affecting our communities
that have to do with money that's going to another state. We
know that that other state just voted overwhelming to support
it, partly because they know that their money is imported. So
those...to be unaware of those issues, or to act like that they
don't exist, 1 think is disingenuous. But I also think it's
disingenuous for us not to deal with the revenue side of it in
this discussion, because that has to be a piece of it. | agree
very much with Senator Maxwell that it is not going to solve any

of the issues that we are facing economically in the state. It
may in some small way address it. But it's certainly not going
to solve it. But I don't know that by us making one
institution, whatever that institution is, in the state,
who...an issue on this floor, I don't think is the right way to
approach it. I am still struggling with this, struggling with
knowing exactly what the right answer is. How do we Dbest

address the issues of our communities? Do we do that by having
the money come to the state and then redistributing it for those
communities that were receiving money? How do we maximize the
amount of money that the state is going to get in this process
that Senator Chambers, I think, has done a pretty good job of
making the case that the house always wins? Well, we're going
to try to make the state win as much as possible. But how we do
that is not always easy. So I will continue to listen, continue
to listen to this discussion. I think it's helpful that Senator
Brashear had brought up some issues that...

SENATOR HARTNETT: One minute.
SENATOR BROWN: ...we are trying to clarify. But I think we

still have an awful lot that needs to be clarified. Even if you
could get past the black and white, do you like gambling, don't

2027



