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Erdman. Senator Schimek.

SENATOR SCHINEK: Thank you , Nr. President and members. And
Senator Chambers isn't here. I was just going t o tell him I
only look na ive, I'm not naive, in answer to something he said
earlier. But , Sena tor Ma xwell, I really ap preciate your

owns a l o t
of newspapers in Nebraska, I think the Scottsbluff ~ ~ , th e

array of them. And I recognize also the fact that they do have
separate editorial boards. But I do think that there is som e
influence there, bu t ev en if it weren't I think that you...if
there weren't I think that you would still have to look a t why
is it good on one side of the river and not good on the other
side of the river. I would like to call your attention t o the
article I pas sed out, and this is from the...it doesn't say on
it, it should have, but it's from the Council Bluff's paper and
i t ' s talking about "Gambling revenue af fects s t andard of
living." And I agree with Senator Maxwell. We have never tried
to lead anybody on this floor into thinking this was going to be
a panacea for a ny kind of revenue problems that we m i ght hav e.
And, in fact , we ' ve tried to say over and o ver again any
revenues that come in should not be part of th e Gen eral F u nd;
you should not make yo ur g o vernment dependent an gambling funds.
And when pe ople talk about other states and the fact that they
are raising their property taxes or they' re raising their other
taxes, that's b e cause pe ople i n other states are not putting
these gambling revenues into their g eneral o p erating b udgets.
They' r e sma r t t o o . I would like to call your attention to just
a couple of things from this article regarding gambling revenue,
and on the first page it talks about the I owa We s t Foundation
a nd i t s ay s , "The Iowa West Fo undation ha s now surpassed
$100 million in fun ding t o over 1,000 d iff erent co mmunity
projects. Mile stones like this are a sign that communities are
benefiting." The n , on the second p a ge, it ta lk s ab out Bob
Nundt, who's th e pre sident of th e Council Bluffs Chamber of
Commerce, and talking about the positive e conomic i mpact t h at
the casinos h ave had on the creation of new jobs and expansion
of the tax base in Pottawat t amie Count y . It says that ,
according to a recent r es o lution by the ch amber of commerce to
encourage its members to support casino gambling, solid reasons
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