
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE L E G ISLATURE

Transcriber's Office
FLOOR DEBATE

LR 11March 5 , 20 0 3

asked last year in a p e t ition or an in itiative was not an honest

question before the voters . Wh at i t w as , was a p o wer grab and a
money gra b . Let 's be respon s ible and re spond appropriately .
T hank you .

S ENATOR HARTNETT : Thank y ou , Senator Erdman . Senat o r Maxwell .

SENATOR MAXWELL : Thank yo u , Nr . Pr esident. I haven 't sa id

anything on this issue s o far . I don ' t r e a lly have a gu iding

passion. I'm grudgingly supportive of what's before us. I have
a similar concern that Senator Erdman expressed, but my re action
to it is different, but let m e f i r st j ust say I ...it ' s gettin g

I, s om e of you know , I us e d to be an e di t orial writer at the
as I like to say he lping to pr omote truth, justice

and the American way . Most peop le either laugh or say , I

b ut . . . and , a s
you know, my former colleagues have not been shy about taking a
b ite out of m e now and then on an issue . But just one

owns many n e w s p a p e r s or h a s an
interest in m any news p apers, and perhaps what we' re discussing
now is proof that the editorial boards are indep end e nt. Now
Senator Beutler also b roug ht out an interes t ing connection .
I' ll leave it to others to draw their own conclusions about what
that may or m ay not mean . But the ed itori al boar ds act
independently . That ' s why you could find di fferent papers under
the same corporate umbrella having different editorial opinions .

There's n ot just one cook ie- cutter corpor ate op inion that' s
passed out through the networ k . But I too , like Senator

The one yesterday essentially came across as a c ha l lenge, and it
seemed to invite us to respond . I fir e d of f a " Publ i c Pu l s e "
letter and , as an intro d u ction to it , I s aid to the ed itor of

the " Public Pulse" I am not on e of the leaders on this issue and
m aybe one of them will want t o res pond, but if nobody els e
responds, here's something for the " Publ i c Pu l s e . " I d i d n ' t se e
it today. It 's m ercifully short. I 'm just going to read it
because I want to get it o n the record beca use I thin k it
addresses the ed i torial yesterday and the one today: A recent

challenged state senators to either refute them or vote against
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