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play foot b a ll. When tl.e game.. . when t he p l ay wa s ov e r , y ou h ad
s ome of these guys th a t ju mped on the p ile after it was over ,

you know, and they ca lled it piling on , so I l e a rned my lesson
then not to do it . Bu t I'm going t o d o i t a n y ways on the

i s ow n e d b y
editorial comes out in

opposition to gambling too, so I gu ess we can just th r ow out all
t hes e ot h e r . . .I mean, I'm sure that the ed itorial board of the

w hat their opinion is when they wr ite some of the s tuff they do ,
b ecause I guarantee some of the stuff they write probab l y

wouldn't get printed in the W o ­ e ' editorial page, but I
d on ' t k n ow h ow that w o r ks , so we' ll just pile on . The deba te
that seems to be cen tered around here and, Senator Schrock , you

know, can make an arg ument, whatever he would l ike, to try and
justify the position before us, but go ing back to the numbers
that Sen a tor Sm ith talked about, I pa ssed out a s h eet entitled,
"Impact of Casinos on Retail Sales in Iowa." This is reta il
sales and t hese are communities with populations between 20 ,000
and 50,000. This i s b e tween the years of 1996 and 2000 , the

prime time gamb lin g years for Iow a , when they f i rst got these
casinos. Numb e r on e in in creased retail sales was Am es, city of

Ames, no casino around there, almost a 7 percent increase in
retail sales . You go all th e way d own the l ist and the lowest
one that doesn't have a casino was 2.7 percent. The bottom four
communities there, one of them lost retail sales and th a t was
Burlington, Iowa . That has a casino . B ettendorf was zero
percent. They ' ve got a casino . So in the communitie s that
didn't have a ca sino that weren't in the la rger communities were
actually a detriment to the community that they lived in because
they were actually deterring the retail sales in the community,
which I would have to think would have a negative impact on the
businesses, which have a negative impact on the tax base, which
w ould have a negative impact on schools. You just go d own the
line. So I wanted to make sure that that was clear and that you
have that in formation. That way you can say, well, this was
said but we have no proof. There's the proof, directly from the
state of Iowa's Department of Revenue. I think what I' ve heard
today has been encouraging, for me at least. I' ve heard Senator
Price speak. I ' ve even heard Senator Combs speak. Welcome to
the fray. It is a good discussion and I t h i nk it 's important
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