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are shaping m uch of the debate in here, but if they' re willing
to spend that kind of money, they will hire the paid petitioners
to put a prop o sal on the b allot. And you can stand on the
railroad tr ack an d say you ' re opposed t o this , but I ' ll
guarantee you the train is liable to run over you. I t hink it' s
up to us to put a reasonable pro posal on the ballot and I
c hallenge those of you, who are going to vote no on t h is, tell
me your plan. There are 37 states now that have slot machines
legalized as a form of gaming. Tell me your plan. Are you
going to st op the paid petitioners who, by the way, they don' t
want the Legislature to have any control over the revenue? T hey
don ' t wan t t h e state of Nebraska to have any c o ntrol ov er the
state of . ..over th, revenue. What is your plan? T h is is not a
perfect plan. And I m willing to accept, if this g oes on th e
ballot, I'm w illing to accept d ef eat . If you ' re a k eno
supporter or a pickle card supporter or whatever, those th ings
are going by the ways ide an yway. They ' re going to fade, I
b elieve, and if they don't that's fine. But s lot m achines i n
every bar and bowling alley and restaurant in this state is not
going to help keno either. So choose your poison. Do what is
rational. Put something in front of the voters that they can
say yes or no to. A nd, quite frankly, I'm comfortable with them
if they do say no. But I'm not willing to take th e adv ice of
the W that speaks out of both...you know, it' s
hypocritical, it's very hypocritical. M aybe they can shape t he
debate on the flo or of this ~egislature, but I just don't see
w hat they' re doing as being productive. And, yes, we al l kno w
the ills, we all know they ' re there, but tell that to our
neighboring states It d i dn't stop them from prey ing on our
c itizens, and that 's what they ' ve done, and the qu e stion is ,
which side of the r iver are you going to gamble on?' Wh ic h side
of the ri ver a r e you going to gamble on, and is Iowa going to
benefit from the proceeds or is Nebraska? Take your choice.
That concludes my remarks.

SENATOR HARTNETT PRESIDING

SENATOR HARTNETT: Next speaker is Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDNAN : Thank you , S e n ator Hartnett . Membe r s of the

Legislature, when I was a young man many years ag o I used to
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