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more conversation on this. I am opposed to gambling, expanded
gambling and gaming , a lways have been , a lways will be . Do I
trust the state to run it any better than th e petition p rocess
b y th e p e op le ? I don 't k n ow . When th e P o w e rball was up to tw o
hundred and eighty-some million, I went u p to my convenience
store, told the clerk as I lo itered there I was not there to rob
t he place , I just wa n ted to watch the sea of h u m anity come in .
I don't judge people by the way they dress , but I s aw p eo p l e
that I knew coming in and putting down $10, $20 of money which I
knew they d idn 't have becau s e t hey were go ing to win the big
one; chance, money spent for chance . And you k now w h at? They
d id n ' t w i n . They just helped somebody else with their winnings.
I appreciate th e pas sion shown by Senator Schimek and Senator
Janssen on this issue . I commend them for all t he ir wo rk . I
just don't agree with them. I know people that are addicted to
bingo. They go three, four nights a week. It could be a form
o f s oci a lization , but that 's a form of a dd i c tion . When t he y
talk about reven ue s being set aside for the treatment of
addiction, I'm think ing is this hypoc r itical ? If we d idn ' t
tempt them with chance they wouldn't become addicted . In these

hard times, w e don't have the money to be spending and I think
p robably people up there are the ones that can least a fford to
spend their mo nies o n the game of chance. They should put it
away. We' re in for terrible hard times these next few years. I
was referred to as o ne of t h e, I' ll say, immovable, predic t able
people yeste rda y by an unna med senator . I sta n d firm . I have
roots real deep that I am opposed to g ambling an d to gami ng .
O ur motto in th is s t ate is Nebraska, the Good Li fe . Does th i s

mean that we have to add g ambling to make it a b e t ter life ? We
get go od materials showing the jobs, the revenues, how they' re
spent and so forth, but to me th ey' re monies that are spent that
should be saved. I may be a little old church lady w ho stands
firm and aga inst ga mbling, bu t I will not be changed. My
e-mails t he last few days have been o p posed to gambling, an d
these are e-mails from all over the state. And there are a few
people that write and say, or e-mail and say, we want the chance
to vote on this because I' ll want to vote no ; I w ant a ch ance to
vote on it because I w ill vote ye s. An d so he re I stand , at

just about a 5 0/50. So I just felt compelled to get up today
and speak a few words, and I will yield the rest of my t ime to
Senator Smith. Thank (microphone malfunction) Speaker.
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