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concern I have that was to be addressed by my amendment relative
to sexual orientation.

SENATOR RA I KES : So t h i s wo u l d , i n f a c t , e a s e y ou r t r o ub l e d
mind, S e n a t o r ?

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mais oui. Y es, it would.

SENATOR RAIKES: Generally, I would be opposed to something like
that. Yeah, I could be encouraged, coerced, whatever, to go
along. It doe s s eem to me th ere ' s a certain amount of
appropriateness to if you' re going to use relative, the phrase
or the term 'relative,' to decide whether or not you take this
path or that path, you ought to say what 'relative' is.

SENATOR CHAMBERS. An d , Se n a t o r . . .

SENATOR RAIKES: Bu t i f we do n ' t n e ed i t , we d on ' t . .

SENATOR CHAMBERS. . . . Sena t o r Ra i k e s , I ' m n o t . . . t h i s i s no t my
suggestion. It was Senator Frdman's offer, and I just wanted to
see what your thinking was about the offer. And his. . . i n c l u d e d
i n h i s o f f e r wa s t h e n o t a t i on o r ob se r v a t i on t h a t my co n ce r n
relative to sex ual orientation would be eliminated at the same
time because there is no new definition of 'relative' being
placed in the statute. But, anyway, that's all I will ask you.
You.. . i f you h a v e f ur t h e r w o r ds , I ' l l l et y ou do i t on you r
t ime , b e c au s e m i n e wi l l r u n o u t , a l t h ou gh I c an p u t my l i g h t o n
one more time. Here's what I have to say is being d emonstrated
this morning. How mu ch fear the term 'sexual orientation'
conjures up o n t h e f l oor o f t h i s Legi s l at ur e . A f ew days ago ,
when I was d i scu ss i n g t hi s sub j ec t , I had sai d t hat i f you
hooked people u p t o a m a c h i n e an d j u s t sa i d t he t er m ' sexua l
orientation,' that machine would register a reaction because of
how people feel about that term, and the discussion this morning
demonstrates that. Rather than have a definition of 'relative,'
which would i n c l u d e a p r o h i b i t i on a g a i n s t di sq u a l i f y i ng s o mebody
from that definition based on sexual orientation, the definition
i tself is to be jettisoned. Doesn't that show th e powe r tha t
that term has to dictate the activities of this Legislature?
And t h e v e r y d em o n s t r a t i o n t h i s mo r n i n g u n d e r s c o r e s w h y I wi l l
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