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a dopted? Al l i n f avor of t he mot i o n v o t e a y e , o p p osed nay .
Voting on ado ption o f the Jensen amendment, FA1186, to LB 54.
Have you all voted? Record please, Mr. Clerk.

CLERK: 27 a y es, 0 nays, Mr . President, o n the adop tion o f
Senator Jensen's amendment.

SENATOR CUDABACK: The Jensen amendment is adopted. Mr . Clerk,
n ext i t e m t o t h e b i l l .

CLERK: Mr . P r esident, Senator Chambers would m o ve to amend ,
FA1187. (Legislative Journal page 706.)

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Chambers to open on FA1187 to LB 54.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: T hank you. Mr . President and members of the
L ~gis l a t u r e , I wo u l d go t o t he Ra i ke s amen d men t wh e r e he i s
d ef i n i n g 'relative.' My amendment would add the words ' wi t h o u t
regard t o se x u a l o r i e n t a t i o n . ' I ' m g o i n g t o r ea d t h e de f i n i t i on
o f ' r e l a t i v e wi t h my am e n dment a t t a ch e d : 'Relative means any
person related to another by blood or marriage to the third
d egree o f co n s a n g u i n i t y , i n c l u d i n g a s t e pp a r e nt a nd s t ep c h i l d
and an adop tive par ent and h is or her adopted child without
regard t o se x u a l o r i e n t a t i o n . ' I d o n o t wa n t p e op l e ex c l u d ed
f rom t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f 'relative' because o f the ir sexual
orientation when every oth er requirement c o ntained i n the
definition is met. The only way such a person could legally be
married is if the spouse is a member of the opposite sex. This
amendment i s not a stratagem to try to legalize homosexual or
same-sex marriage. Th at could not be done u n der th e exis ting
constitution anyway. We' re not defining marriage' here. We' re
n ot d e f i n i n g 'blood relationship' he r e. We are sta ting
someth in g a b o u t b l oo d . Bu t wh e n y o u ar e de f i n i n g r e l a t i v e , '
y ou' r e t a l k i ng ab o u t s ome t h i ng o t he r t h an m ar r i ag e , som e t h i ng
other than blood. Marr iage could be other t han b lo od; b l ood
could be other than marriage. So when you talk about one or the
o ther , y o u ' r e t a l k i ng ab o ut s om e t h i n g o t he r , ob v i ou s l y . S i n ce
we ar e d ef i n i ng ' r e l a t i v e , ' I d o n o t wa n t t o e x c l u d e a n en t i r e
segment of the population perhaps related to the child or person
in question by blood, perhaps related by marriage. The sexual
o r i e n t a t i o n o f an i n d i v i du a l s h ou l d no t co me i n t o p l ay t o
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