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t h i s i s b a se d o n . . . th i s i d e a , i n cu r r e n t p r ac t i ce , b y t h e way ,
is based on sort of anecdotal or other evidence that was, well,
this just seems like a. . .seems like a reasonable thing to do ,
rather than any sort of hard evidence.

SENATOR JENSEN: It wo uld seem reasonable to me. N ow, my idea
o f a f am i l y mi g h t b e d i f f e r e n t t h an so m e one e l s e ' s , an d I a l s o
must say th at there are probably some relatives that you would
n ot w an t t o p l a c e a f o s t e r ch i l d i n , p e r i od .

SENATOR RAIKES: An d ho p e f u l l y t he pr o c e du r e s i n p l a c e wou l d
sor t t h o s e o u t .

SENATOR JENSEN : And I th ink they a re .

SENATOR RAIKES: Okay . We ll, let me ask you then one other
t hing. It's been mentioned that, you know, i t's difficult t o
come up w i t h fos ter ca r e p roviders, particularly good ones.
Why, i n yo u r op i n i o n , wo u l dn ' t i t b e a g o od i de a t o j u s t t ak e
out r e l a t i v e s a nd s o r t o f a l l o w t h i s r o u t e t o l i ce n su r e f o r
ei t he r re l a t i v e s or no n r e l a t i v e pr o v i de r s ? I t se e ms i n s ome
sense you' re suggesting that as far as training is concerned the
best nonrelative pro vider is no t go ing to be effective...as
e f f e c t i v e a s t h e wo r s t r e l a t i ve p r o v i d e r .

SENATOR JENSEN: No, I wouldn't suggest that. I certainly would
suggest , h owever , o n e o f t he t h i n g s t h a t y o u t r y t o do i s t o ,
boy, you ta k e a kid ou t o f th eir environment, out of their
family, sometimes that ' s very difficult, and sometimes it stays
with t he m fo r t hei r ent i r e l i f e span . But i f you . . . i f t he r e i s
a relative that is available, I think it' s...it would be good to
encourage them to be part of this process, provided, again, that
t hey. . .and the department I think will do this an d it ' s on a
case-by-case basis . If they ' re a relative that is available
that can provide that care, I think that is a good situation for
both the child.. .

S ENATOR RAIKES: A lth ough you u n derstand t hat cer tainly t h e
relative could be a provider with no question if they just
agreed t o d o t h e t r a i n i n g .
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