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g oing to feel. And the other side of that is, i s making sur e
that in th e process of doing that, that the system is going to
be either held whole, as fa r as the fund ing, or inc reased,
depending upon how the s tate deals with the funding of the
f oste r c a r e p r o g r am wi t h t h e a d d it i on a l o p p o r t u n i t y o f acc e s s i n g
t he I V - E f u n d s . So , a g a i n , wi t h Sen a t o r Ra i k e s ' ame n d ment , i f
you want t o d e f i n e ' r e l a t i v e s ' i n t h e b i l l I t h i nk , y o u k n ow ,
we' re agreeable to do that. I think the discussion o n the
process could come on Sena tor Je nsen's amendment that he' ll
o f fe r t h a t d oe s g i v e t h e c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f wha t i t a c t u a l l y me a n s
to waive these requirements. But again, you know, we' re making
sure that we' re looking out for the best interests of the child.
I t hi nk i f you wou l d t hr o w ou t t he l i cen s i n g r e q u i r e ment f o r
everyone, I think that's not in the best interests of the child.
But I think that you can look at t his situation. The goal ,
obviously, is to encourage and recruit more relatives to become
foster parents to take care of their own family members through
this process an d then , from that standpoint, looking at them
from a licensing and training requirement, and Senator Jensen's
amendment kind of clarifies some of those discussions as far as
what that should look like in order for us to be a ble to make
sure that this is the best process available.

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR ERDMAN: T h a nk y o u .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Tha nk you, Senator Erdman. Senator Raikes,
yours is the last light. You may either speak on the i ssue or
c lose .

SENATOR RAIKES: O k ay. Th ank you, Mr. Chairman, Mr. President.
I will do one of those two. We' ll see how it goes here.

SENATOR CUDABACK: A r e y ou . . .

SENATOR RAIKES: Th a n k y ou .

SENATOR CUDABACK: A r e y ou c l o s i ng o r . . .

S ENATOR RAIKES: Yo u n e e d t o k n ow n o w ?
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