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those people can appear, those young people can appear at your
home at any time with a number of problems. N ow, the same thing
could happen if you are a relative foster care parent. Those
young people could show up as well. The difference is you k now
who they are. You know this young person. Y ou' ve seen him or
her g r o w u p . Th e d i f f e r en c e wi t h t h e s i t u a t i o n i s , i s t h a t i n
that earlier situation, if you' re a licensed home and that young
person shows u p there, you' ve never met him but you might have
had some training, so you might not even be any more prepared
t han an y o n e e l s e b e ca u s e o f t ha t t r a i n i n g b u t t h a t ' s t h e g oa l ,
you can access federal funds. T his situation is you actually
know this young person. You know some of the issues behind him.
You would k now a lot o f the reas ons w h y they' ve had some
p rob l ems i n t h e i r l i f e . Yo u wo u l d k no w w h y t h e y ' r e i n f o s t e r
care, and then you would have that young person in your home as
well . Th e d i f f e r e n ce i s , i s t h a t y ou c a n ' t a cc e s s t h e f e d e r a l
funds, the IV - E fun ds, to do that. So t h e proposal in LB 54
doesn't essentially, you know, change the process. It doesn' t
t hro w o u t t h i n g s t h a t a r e n ' t a l r e a dy i n p l a ce o r i t d o e s n ' t p u t
i n things that shouldn't be there. It simply says, l ook, th i s
is the pr actice; h e re's a problem that we see as far as being
able to access the federal funds. The federal g overnment, t he
HHSS has sa i d you can do this; this is allowable. There are
some guide l i n e s g i v e n t o y o u u n de r r el at i ve f os t e r ca re t h a t you
can go ahead and access these additional funds. I think Senator
Jensen's amendment that will come up later I think w ould be a
valuab l e d i scu s s i o n t o a c t u a l l y t a l k a b o u t t he pr oc e s s i n p l a ce .
I t h i n k t ha t wo u l d b e a l o g i c a l st ep t o g o b e c a u s e i t d o e s t a l k
about what you can or cannot waive or what that looks like. In
o ther w o r d s , I b e l i e v e wh a t Se n a t o r Je n s e n i s g o i ng t o o f f e r i s ,
is that when yo u' re talking a b out waiving the requirement,
waiving t h e t r ai ni n g , t h a t y o u g i ve t he depar t m en t f l ex i b i l i t y
of e i t her wai v i ng t he whol e t r ai n i ng or wa i v i n g p a r t o f t he
training. So that way they can sit down and say, look, we know
t ha t y o u c an m e e t t h e se q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , bu t we wo u l d r e a l l y l i k e
y ou t o me et t he se q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , a nd a l l o w t h e m e ss e n t i a l l y t o
s et u p a p r og r a m t h at do e s t wo t h i n g s : on e , i t l o o k s ou t f o r
the best in terest of the child and making sure there isn't a
b ar r i e r f o r t h em b e i ng ab l e t o b e p l a ce d i n a h ome whe r e t h e y
will feel comfortable, where they know the individuals, where it
wil l t ak e awa y so m e o f t h a t a n x i e t y t h a t t h o se y ou n g p e o p l e a r e
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