
TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CL ERK OF THE LEG ISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

FLOOR DEBATE

LB 54Karch 3 , 2 0 03

foster care facilities, which those facilities are doing it as a
business . They ' r e doi ng i t f or t he m o ney p a r t of i t . And I
think getting assistance for families to hopefully try to work
with t he se k i d s I t h i nk wo u l d b e b e n e f ic i a l . And t hi s i s t he
comment that I have. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Stuthman. Senator Erdman.

SENATOR ERDNAN: Tha nk you, Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. Senator Stuthman, thank you for those comments. I
believe that y ou b ring up some very valid points. I ri se to
discuss a little bit behind what. . .or t h e r e a so n wh y we h av e
LB 54 here before you as a legislative bill. With working with
the Department of Health and Human Services, we have found t h at
there are som e opp ortunities that we hav e, as far as the
s tandard s t h a t we se t wi t h i n t h e f o s t e r c a r e sy st e m , e na b l i n g u s
t o secure a d ditional federal d o llars fo r our foster care
program. And one of t h e ways that we can do that is under
what's being proposed in LB 54, a nd that is allowing th ose
individuals who are family members of a potential foster child
t o b e a b l e t o h av e t ho s e i nd i v i d u a l s p l ac e d i n t h e i r h ome an d
waive the tra ining r equirement on a case-by-case basis if the
Department o f He a l t h a n d H u man S e r v i c es d e t e r m i n e s t h a t t h a t i s ,
one, i n t he be s t i n t e r e s t o f t h e c h i l d , a n d I t h i n k t ha t ' s t h e
k ey p o i n t t h a t I wa n t t o s t o p a t r i g h t n ow . Re g a r d l e s s o f
whether LB 54 passes or not, and I think it would be in the best
interests of both the foster care program as well as t he youn g
p eopl e t h a t a r e i n i t t o h av e t h o s e d o l l a r s i n t h e p r og r a m , bu t
regardless of whether this passes or not, I th ink the goal
u l t i m a t e l y o f t he p r og r am i s t o ma k e su r e t ha t t ho s e k i d s a r e
p laced in facilities that's in their best interest. Now ther e
i s a l wa ys d i sc u s s i on ab o u t wh e t h e r o r n o t t he st a nd a r d s sh o u l d
be the same back and forth or how do we set those up. I think
the underlying goal is, though, obviously, that it's got to be
i n t h e b e s t i n t e r e st o f t h e ch i l d . Hav i n g se e n t h a t a nd ha v i n g
made t h a t co mm e n t, t he c ommi t t e e am e ndment d o e s l o ok a t t ha t
issue and says • on a case-by-case basis, we' re not only going to
look at, you know, obviously where we' re going to place these
k ids , b u t o bv i o u s l y i f t h e f ami l y ne e d s t h e a dd i t i on a l t r a i n i n g
w e' re go ing t o r eq u i r e t h a t of t hem . And so t h e r e i s t ha t
discretion given to the dep a rtment t o make su r e that that
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