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and those grants were used to buy equipment. One of the p e ople
that applied for that grant was in Nebraska City, Jim Gerking,
EnTire. And Jim bought some equipment, cryogenic processing is
what i t ' s cal l e d, w h er e t h e y b r o k e . . . p u l l e d t h e m e ta l o u t o f t he
tires, the metal beads. That metal is sent to Nucor Steel, and
is part of what goes into the remanufacture, or the m anufacture
of steel. So it ' s recycled. Ther e's a composition material
tha t ' s i n th e r e . Tha t ' s pu l l e d ou t . Th a t ' s t a k en t o b e
recycled. The pr ocess breaks the rest of the tire down, and
it's in various stages of chunks, or crumbs, and it's known a s
crumb rubber. Jim Gerking used that grant fund, bought
equipment, and has been using and reprocessing our Nebraska
tires for a number of years. Unfortunately, he suffered a tire
f i r e a t h i s f ac i l i t y i n Neb r a sk a C i t y a cou p l e o f yea r s a g o , a n d
was t e mpor a r i l y p u t ou t o f bu s i n e s s . Bu t Mr . Ge r k i n g i s n o t ou t
of business. H e d i d m ove part of hi s o peration over to
Missouri, where it's just across the river, and he's able to
continue his operation. He's not wasting our grant money, as I
understand it. He 's st ill using that equipment. He's still
taking Nebraska tires. He's still processing them. He's still
selling the crumb rubber. S o what we invested with EnTire is
still going to deal with Nebraska tires. Now, in Nebraska City,
he told us in the last hearing, he still maintains that site and
he is still operating some things fr o m Nebraska and
Nebraska City. Now, depending on where his headquarters is and
how he operates, he could still possibly be able to access some
of these funds. B ut remember, he's using those funds to deal
with Nebraska tires. So I think those funds are well used, a n d
that's part of the grant process, and the DEQ will assess and
make those determinations on how those funds are spent. There
are other people who could apply for those funds, perhaps like
the person in Senator McDonald's district, also the person in
Senator Cu n n i n gham's d i s t r i c t . We can use mor e o f t hese
processors t o h a n d l e t h e s e t i r es . But we co u l d g e t t o t he po i nt
where we' re going to be using up all of the existing tires, the
n ew t i r e s, t hat ar e t ak e n o f f o f vehi c l es t hr o ug h t h i s p r o c e s s ,
since we' ve eliminated all of the major storage tires. And
those were the hardest tires to deal with, because some of them
were f u l l o f mu d , t h e y h a d o t h e r ma t e r i a l s i n t h em, t he y we r e
b ur i e d , we ' v e du g t he m ou t o f d i t ch e s , we ' v e p u l l e d t h em f r om
old parks. They have come up out of landfills. Those were -he
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