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want expanded gambling, restricted gambling, o r k id ourselves
int o t h i n k i ng t ha t we ' re g o i ng t o h av e no g amb l i ng ?

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Johnson. I know it's late
i n t h e we e k a nd l a t e i n t h e ho u r , b u t i t g e t s a l i t t l e no i sy a t
t imes h e r e , so t r y t o ho l d yo u r co nv e r s a t i o n d ow n , i f p o s s i b l e .
T hank you . Sen a t o r C o nnea l y .

SENATOR CONNEALY. Thank you, Mr. President. Me mbers, I was on
t he c ommi t t e e . I ' m a co sp o n s o r o f t h e b i l l . I su pp o r t t h e
amendment a nd su p po r t t he r e so l u t i on t o pu t t h i s o n t h e b a l l o t .
One of t h e po i n t s t h a t we he a r d i n t h a t l o ng h e a r i ng t h a t we h a d
on gambling with the strong p roponents an d str ong op ponents,
r i gh t a t t h e e n d I a c t u a l l y l e a r n e d so m e st u f f . On some o f
t hose l o n g he a r i n gs y ou do n ' t l e a r n t h a t mu c h . Bu t i n t a l k i ng
with the Nebra ska Co uncil on Com pulsive G ambling, Jer ry
Bauerkamper, the point that he made is that we need to take care
o f ou r co m p u l s i ve g am b l e r s , p r o b l em g a mb l e r s i n t h e s t a t e , a n d
we a l l u n d e r s t a n d t h a t . We ha v e f u nd s t h a t g o t o t ha t f r om t h e
lottery now. The point that he made, though, is we have a
c er t a i n p e r c en t a g e , w h e th e r i t ' s o n e t o f i v e , h e u s e d t h e n um b e r
of three percent, he said that number is here no matter what we
d o. I f we h av e n o l e g a l g a m b l i n g a t a l l , wh i ch we do i n t h e
state now, then there will be sports book at a bar or they' ll be
some going to some other state. B ut we do have a lot of avenues
to gamble ri ght now We have offtrack or simulcast betting at
tracks. We have keno. We have a legal lottery and other things
here i n Nebraska, and then also we have maybe 80 percent of o u r
p opul a t i on wi t h i n an ho u r d r i ve o f a ca s i n o i n a n o t h e r s t a t e .
We have that problem. We have that one t o five, m aybe thre e
percent o f the popu lation now that do have a problem, and we
don't have the funds to treat those problem g arners. N ow t h a t ' s
not to say that if we have more gambling in the state we won' t
gamble more d ol lars, be cause I wan t to make sure we all
understand that we will do that. We might gamble more dollars,
but I d o n ' t kn o w whe t h e r we wi l l e f f e c t mo r e p r ob l e m g amb l i ng .
I d on ' t kn ow i f we ' l l g e ne r a t e m o re p e o p l e t ha t a r e a f f e ct e d i n
a negative way. Ten ye ars ago I was i n a totally different
p osi t i o n t h a n I am n o w. I wa s p r e t t y a n t i g am b l i ng w h e n w e f i r s t
i n i t i a t e d t h e l o t t e r y an d t h e e xp a n s i o n o f k e no an d p i c k l e s an d
t h i ng s l i ke t h a t . I h a ve wo r ke d ag a i n s t t h o s e p r op o s a l s . Bu t I
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