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the p o i n t w as m a de ea r l i e r a b ou t , we l l , Mi ss ou r i h a d l i mi t e d t he
constitution; they did it. AM0298 kind of clarifies what it is.
We' re t r y i n g t o l i mi t t h i s t oo . Bu t I wa n t t o g i v e y ou
background on what actually happened in Missouri. A nd my g o o d
friend, Senator F r iend, and I were talking and I guess what I
w ould say to him about his position was you were once blind b u t
you still could see; you could be lost but we' ll get your found,
so p ay a t t e n t i o n h e r e . I n Mi s so u r i wh a t h ap p e n e d wa s t h ey
passed a constitutional amendment that said that you could h ave
gambl in g on e s se n t i a l l y wha t t h e y c a l l r i v e r b o a t s , or t he b o a t s
would b e o n t h e r i v e r . We l l , he r e ' s wh a t t h e i n n ov a t i v e c a s i n o
owners did. They dug out these big pits. T hey threw a bunch of
water i n t he m f r o m t h e Mi s so u r i Ri v e r , o r f r om t h e r i v e r n ex t t o
it. They filled the m up w ith wa te r and they pu t these
facilities in the re. So , actua lly, t hey didn't bu ild a
riverboat per se; they bu ilt a rive rboat m o at. Then what
h appened was , i s t h a t . . . and I saw this firsthand because it w a s
a fascinating thing to go actually look at what these facilities
w here . So t h e y h a d t h i s b i g s i g n l i k e a sc a l e , l i k e som e h ow
they were limiting the number on and off the actual casino, a nd
you'd stand th ere a n d there would be a big line of people and
there would be a big sign about how much...how many people could
come on and come off, so they were trying to give the impression
t hat it was an actual boat, but it wasn' t. It was built on t h e
ground there. S o they were built in moats. They were ruled on
t hat t h ey we r e un c o n s t i t u t i o na l . So t h e n wha t t h ey d i d ,
obviously, they closed the casinos down, right'? No. S ee, what
happened was the casinos stayed operating. They were open .
Then the cas inos fu nded th eir o wn pro posal to ame n d the
c onstitution to do what it is they were already doing and mak e
i t l e g a l . An d g u e s s wh a t . I t p a s se d . Of c ou r s e i t p a s se d ,
because those people a ren't g o ing to kick out tho s e gre at
generators o f eco nomic development, as everyone seems to think
they are. So that's actually what happened in Missouri. Again,
just because we pass s omething d oesn't nec essarily mean the
voters are going to say , okay, it's over, the issue is done,
b ecause we have outside interests that are driving this just a s
hard as some of your constituents who have called you and said,
i t i s a g r ea t i d e a , I wan t t o v o t e . And t h a t ' s wha t t h ey ha v e
said , t h ey wan t t o v o t e . The y wa n t t o b e a p a r t o f t h e
exci t e men t The y wa n t t o sa y , h e y , I v o t e d ag a i n s t i t o r I
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