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keeping a file on everything that I could find. But I'll have
to admit that when you have a belief one way that you tend to
file the material that support your belief and so that's
somewhat what 1I've done. But just a few comments con what I
think is interesting. When I see that we have 1lobbyists from
the Venetian and the Las Vegas Sands and you would wonder why
they are so concerned about Nebraska. It kind of makes me
wonder . And I did read last year where Iowa sent...I think
around $46 million was sent out of state to Las Vegas and
Louisiana just to operate their casinos. That doesn't sound
like a good investment. And I thought it was interesting the
study that the Omaha Chamber of Commerce had done about some of
the aspects of the gambling, and there were many things that
were positive 1in there. As far as even in Omaha, they would
create jobs and there would be new sales. But thing tha: was
kind of interesting to me, it said for Nebraska outside of
Omaha, yearly operatrion of an Omaha, Nebraska, casino is
expected to reduce yearly wages and salaries by $6.3 million,
yearly sales by $24.7 million, and jobs by $617. And it had a
footnote where they got that information. It said an Omaha,
Nebraska, casino would likely increase yearly crime rate by
1.5 percent to 7.9. That's quite a wide range, but they are
recognizing that there are some other things in there. The
Scottsbluff Star-Herald, I believe it is, just had an editorial
in there that...from their perspective. It Jjust says, it
appears that the pie-in-the-sky promises of everything from big
jackpots to property tax relief are blinding most Nebraskans to
the social 111s accompanying it. And they said, if it's going
to happen why don't we just learn how to run the casinos from
what Iowa does rather than having people from Las Vegas come in
to run them? Another thing, it was just interesting talking to
some people, as many times I talked to people from other states
and just got their opinion of what it's done for their state. I
was in the State Capitol last fall on a Saturday when Nebraska
was playing McNeese State, and a group of about eight people
came into the Capitol and I just happened to walk there past
them and they said, how can we get a tour of the Capitol and
find out about this, and I asked them where they were from and
they said they were from Lake Charles. And I mentioned that I
was there once and had a beautiful big bridge going over the bay
and the area around that was so nice, and it didn't take them
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