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we' re no t l oo k i n g a t t h e r e a l l y , o f t h e wo r l d . Wh e r e I l i v e ,
where I live, people go across the river. Are we losing money?
Is it bad? Yes, gambling is bad, I attest to that. The casinos
up...they send out, into the rural areas, they send buses. They
get t hem f i l l ed u p . So we a re l os i n g , y ou kno w , whet h e r i t ' s
r evenue . I t h i n k we ' r e l o s i n g r ev e n u e . Wh e t h e r i t ' s f o r
p roper t y t ax r e l i e f , I d o n ' t t h i nk i t ' s f o r p r op e r t y t ax r e l i e f .
I t h i nk we sh ou l d d o wi t h . . . i f we p as s some t h i n g i n t h i s
Legislature, it's passed by the people, we should do it like we
did with the state lottery, maybe fo r edu cational i nnovations
a nd f o r e nv i r o nm e n t , som e t h i n g l i ke t h at . Bu t I t h i nk we n ee d
to, as a Legislature, have some control over the issue. That' s
where I'm coming from. And, Senator Beutler, would you like the
rest o f my t i me ? Ye ah . Ye a h , I g i v e my t i me t o Sen a t o r
Beut l e r . Yea h .

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Sena tor Hartnett, thank you. We talked a
l i t t l e e a r l i e r ab ou t wh a t . . . l i m i t i ng t he c o n ce p t i n t he
constitution, whether that was appropriate or n ot. And I ' ve
been trying to get material from other states, and it is not at
all uncommon for states who see...to work out compromises that
involve a lim ited nu mber of locations in the states, and I' ll
try to pass that information along to you as I get it. Bu t in
M issouri , f o r exa mple , t he c a s i n o g ambl i n g i s au t h o r i z e d o n l y o n
t he M is s o ur i and Mi ssi ss i p p i Ri ve r s . So t hey ha v e p u t i nt o
their constitution a good piece of language here, and part of it
i s that limitation to the riverboats. S o th at's one way o f
doing i t and i t ' s i n t he con s t i t ut i o n . I n Co l or a d o , t he y ' ve
done i t a di f f er e n t w a y . The y ' ve a c t u a l l y l i mi t ed t hese . . . t h i s
particular form of gaming to certain cities and towns, I think
most of which are in some of the more rustic areas, in order to
promote tourism. B ut all of this is in their constitution.
They have one , t w o . . . t h e y g o o n a t t wo f ul l pag e s o f m a t e r i al i n
their constitution, including how much of the gross proceeds
goes to particular places and what the treasurer is to do with
t he money a n d h o w t he b a l an c e s a r e d e a l t wi t h a nd h ow t he mo n ey
is divided up . So it i s not at all uncommon to put into the
c onst i t u t i o n c e r t a i n k i n d s o f d e f i n i ng , l i mi t i n g c o n ce p t s . I t
may have great appeal to open it up entirely to the Legislature,
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